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INTRODUCTION


The story of Joshua and the walls of Jericho is a wonderful story that confirms the greatness of God. In this story we read how that God gives surprising instructions as to how to defeat Jericho. It involves lots of walking, much patience, and even more faith. Ultimately, on the seventh day, the people even do more walking, listen for the sound of the trumpets, and then shouting. The walls mysteriously come falling down. Of course, we know it is the power of our God. Now, today, I want us to consider some important principles we can learn.
I.
GOD DEMANDS ACTION BEFORE THE TRUMPET SOUNDS.
1.
God prescribes action by His people—plan.

2.
God expects action by His people—action.

3.
God deserves action from His people—faith.

God promises to do something unique and powerful for His people if they will act according to His plan. God demands action and deserves action from His people. To see God working, we need to be silent before our enemies. When they make fun of us, keep silent before them. Those who act according to God’s plan will see the power of God at work in their lives and all around them. 
II.
GOD DEMANDS ACTION WHEN THE TRUMPET SOUNDS.

1. God provides a plan for His priests—trumpeting.
2. God expects work from His priests—leading.

3. God deserves action from His priests—living.

God promises to do something unique and powerful for His people if the priests, the religious leaders, will do their part according to God’s plan. God demands and deserves action from His priests. To see God working, religious leaders need to lead and live godly lives in the world and in front of God’s people. Finally, after the people and the priests have carried out God’s plan to completion, the priests are to give a long trumpet sound, at which time all of God’s people are to shout.

III.
THEN GOD WILL ACT WHEN THE TRUMPET SOUNDS.

1. God promises to act in the lives of His people—provision.

2. God promises to act for His people—faithfulness.

3. God expects His people to act for Him—obedience.

God will keep His word (His promise) if we will be obedient to Him. God can and will do something unique and powerful for His people when His people and priests do their part according to His plan. God has a plan for us in our world today. There is a time for silence; there is a time for shouting. Will we carry out His plan of action? Will we carry out His Great Commission to take the Good News to all peoples of the earth? Will we do so in our own neighborhood?
CONCLUSION


God wants to confront the wall of unbelief that separates Christians and unbelievers in our world today. He wants us to march around the walls of separation with the confidence and faith that God can and will do something unique and wonderful for the unbelievers through us. Will we share the Gospel so that unbelievers may hear the Good News and come to saving faith in Jesus Christ? The trumpet and shout remind me of a future event! Just as we act obediently now in our day, we can be sure that Jesus Christ will come again in His day with a great shout and the archangel blowing a trumpet, and He will take us home to be with Him forever in Heaven. Blow, trumpet, blow! Shout, people, shout! Something unique and wonderful is about to happen!

Illustration: Friends that promised to come for a visit but delayed for several weeks
