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INTRODUCTION


I wish I could personally ask each of you what you are thankful for? Of course, we do not have time to do that in a worship service. However, an attitude of gratitude is always appropriate. Today, I want us to think about two types of people and their attitude toward giving thanks: those who believe that Thanksgiving (or Chuseok) is to be celebrated as a time of joy and gratitude only for their forefathers, their family, their friends, and for their possessions; and those who believe the real meaning of giving thanks is to thank God for all that they have, including their family heritage. Since they owe an unpayable debt of gratitude, humility characterizes their expressions of thanks. Jesus describes two persons facing this very issue.
I.
THE ONE WHO PRAISES HIMSELF (vv. 9-12, 14)
1.
He trusts in himself and his own self-sufficiency—v. 9.

2.
He prayed to, or with, himself (even though he mentions God)—v. 11.
3.
He thinks he is the best of all men—“I thank you that I am not like other men.”

4.
He judges himself by looking at others (typically despicable persons), never God.

5.
He judges himself to be a righteous person because of his accomplishments, his deeds (fasting and tithing)—v. 12.

The Pharisee could very easily be a humanist in the modern day world because humanists believe some of the very same things and measure themselves in a similar fashion. However, the Pharisee was very much a religious figure; yet, he failed to find righteousness and relationship with God. He left that place of prayer no better off than when he came, for Jesus clearly indicated that he went away not being justified before God (v. 14). Why? First, he came as a proud man and left as a proud man. Second, he came as a man who was scornful of others and left as a scornful man. Third, He came praising himself and left feeling good about himself. Fourth, He came without God in his life and left without God in his life. Such persons do not have an attitude of gratitude. They think they deserve all that they have!
II.
THE ONE WHO PRAISES GOD BY HUMBLING HIMSELF (vv. 10, 13-14)
1. He stands at a distance, feeling unworthy to come into God’s presence—v. 13.

2. He humbles himself, because he knows what he is and what others think of him.

3. He does not look toward Heaven, toward God.

4. He beats his breast and confesses that he is a sinner.

5. He asks for mercy—not justice.
Righteous persons typically recognize and admit that they are sinners. They recognize that they are unworthy of God’s good blessings. Yet, they receive mercy and forgiveness because of their humble attitude before God. Jesus said that the tax collector went back to his home justified before God, and he went away a changed person (v. 14). Why? First, he came as a humble man and went home as an exalted man. Second, he came as a sinful man and went home as a forgiven man. Third, he came with sin to confess and left confessing Christ as Lord of life. Fourth, he came with an empty heart and left with a heart full of love for God. He had an attitude of gratitude. He knew he did not deserve all that he had and all that he had received. Thus, he praised God and rejoiced for God’s good blessings.

CONCLUSION


Are you like the Pharisee and believe that you deserve all that you have? Or are you like the tax collector and realize that everything you have comes from God? What is your attitude toward gratitude? What are you thankful for today? “Give thanks with a grateful heart. Give thanks to the Holy One. Give thanks because He’s given Jesus Christ, His Son. And now let the weak say ‘I am strong,’ let the poor say ‘I am rich’ because of what the Lord has done for us. Give thanks.”
