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INTRODUCTION


What captures your attention? What claims your interest, your focus? That which claims our sight has dramatic impact upon our lives. The Psalmist has given us strong insight into the effects of looking at the wrong thing. Let us examine his words.

I.
WE CAN ENDANGER OURSELVES BY LOOKING AT MAN.
1.
Wicked people can be arrogant—v. 2.

2.
Wicked people can be prosperous—v. 3

(1) No struggle and healthy bodies—v. 4

(2) Free of burdens common to man—v. 5

(3) Not plagued by human ills—v. 5

3.
Wicked people may scoff at God and His followers—v. 11.

4.
Wicked people live a carefree life as they increase in wealth—v. 12.

5.
Wicked people can cause us to envy them and feel sorry for ourselves—vv. 3, 13-14.
When God’s people look at the wicked persons around them, they place themselves on a slippery ground where they will be unable to stand. They begin to envy them and to feel sorry for themselves. Thus, defeat for the believer is imminent!

II.
WE CAN ENLIGHTEN OURSELVES BY LOOKING AT THEIR DESTINY.

1. God places them on slippery ground—v. 18.

2. God casts them down to ruin—v 18.

3. God will suddenly destroy them—v. 19.

4. God will completely sweep them away with terrors—v. 19.

5. God will destroy those who are far off and without faith—v. 27.

If we look at the wicked, we can become enamored with their lifestyle. However, if we will look at the fate of the wicked, we will never envy them and feel sorry for ourselves. Rather, we will see that their destiny is a desperate one and that they deserve our sympathy.

III.
WE CAN ENCOURAGE OURSELVES BY LOOKING AT GOD.

1. We can see that God holds us by our right hand—v. 23.

2. We can see that God guides us with His counsel—v. 24.

3. We can see that God will take us into glory (Heaven)—v. 24.

4. We can see that God is the strength of our lives—v. 26.

5. We can see that God is our portion (our inheritance) forever—v. 26.

When we take our eyes off of God and place them on man, we get ourselves into spiritual trouble. It is when we keep our eyes clearly focused upon God that we draw strength and courage from Him. We see the benefits of trusting in and being faithful to God, regardless of what is happening to others around us.
CONCLUSION


As we turn our eyes away from man and focus on God, we gain comfort in knowing Him. Our satisfaction with Him grows with each passing day. Our being a part of His family brings a joy and richness that cannot be compared to the things of this world. Are you experiencing the blessings and joy of being a child of God? Or are you caught up with and frustrated by the injustice and unfairness of this world? What are you looking at? What is the focus of your vision? I encourage you to keep your focus on God so that you can be encouraged by what you see.
