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INTRODUCTION


The Scripture passage we have read for today describes the call of Matthew, the tax collector, to become a follower of Jesus Christ. He responds positively to the call of Christ and later writes the first of the four Gospels in our Bible. In this book, Matthew writes primarily for the Jews with the goal of demonstrating how Jesus and His teachings/actions fulfilled the Old Testament prophecies. He describes Jesus in such a way that we see Him as “the Kingly Messiah.” He gives us more of the teachings of Jesus than any of the other Gospel writers. Let us look at the call of Matthew and his response to Jesus.
I.
CALLED TO SALVATION

1.
Called to Walk with Jesus

(1) Jesus called Matthew, just as He calls us, to become a believer.

(2) Jesus called Matthew, just as He calls us, to follow Him.
2. Committed to Walk with Jesus

(1) Matthew got up (and left everything—Luke 5:28).

(2) Matthew followed Jesus.

II.
CALLED TO SHARING
1. Challenged to Walk with Jesus

(1) Matthew gave a banquet at his home for Jesus.

(2) Matthew invited his friends, tax collectors and sinners, to come to the banquet.

2. Criticized for Walking with Jesus

(1) The Pharisees asked the disciples why Jesus ate with tax collectors & sinners.

(2) The Pharisees were really asking the disciples why they followed such a man.

III.
CALLED TO SERVICE 

1.
Created for Walking with Jesus

(1) Jesus came to heal the sick, not the healthy.

(2) Jesus came to call the sinner, not the righteous, unto repentance.

2. Changed for Walking with Jesus

(1) A true follower does not need to give more & more sacrifices to God or to man.
(2) A true follower needs to receive the mercy of God and show mercy to others.
CONCLUSION


Matthew describes how he became a believer, a follower, of Jesus Christ. He tells us what he did immediately and how he tried to influence his friends to receive Jesus later. He tells how the disciples were criticized for treating tax collectors and sinners as if they were valuable human beings. Matthew learned that he was worthy of being included in God’s Kingdom. All he had to do was recognize that he was spiritually sick, a sinner in need of forgiveness. In responding to the call of Jesus, he learned that what a person needs is not to give more and more sacrifices to God or to man, but to receive mercy from God and then be merciful to others.


Illustration: The Crippled Puppy and the Value of Life
