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INTRODUCTION


One very beneficial way to spend leisure time is to experience life indirectly through reading biographies. We should learn what makes a person unique, successful, etc. There are three persons mentioned in this third letter from John. In it, we can learn about some of the kinds of persons we meet in nearly every church. The first person is Gaius, the recipient of this letter. Let us see what we can learn from looking at his life through the eyes of John.
I.
GAIUS WAS A SAINTLY CHRISTIAN (v. 1).

1.
He was a lovely Christian.

2.
He was a beloved Christian.

Perhaps John was naturally attracted to Gaius because John was called “The Beloved Apostle” and felt a close kinship to anyone with such a kindred spirit.

II.
GAIUS WAS HEALTHIER SPIRITUALLY THAN PHYSICALLY (v. 2).

1. He was weak physically.

2. He was strong spiritually.

Illustration of a pastor and wife in Melbourne, Australia, and the birth of their son, Nick Vujicic, on December 4, 1982 (Born again at age 15)
III.
GAIUS WAS KNOWN FOR HIS FAITHFULNESS (vv. 3-4).
1. He was known for the purity of his belief.

2. He was known for living his faith in his everyday life.

Illustration: It was my privilege as a young preacher to become friends with Bob Parson, at the request of his mother-in-law. Rather than a direct approach, I chose to become his fishing partner. After about six months, he asked me how to become a believer. Now, he has become a personal soul-winner.

IV.
GAIUS WAS KNOWN FOR HIS HOSPITALITY TO OTHERS (vv. 5-7).

1. He was known for helping missionaries that were well known.

2. He was known for helping missionaries that were not well known.

Illustration: Korean Christians are well known for helping students from developing nations to come to Korea and study on full scholarships. Such kindness and hospitality are reflective of the great Christian spirit shared by many here in Korea.
V.
GAIUS WAS KNOWN FOR WORKING WELL WITH OTHERS (v. 8).
1.
He was known for his cooperative spirit.

2.
He was known for his desire to help spread the truth.

Illustration:  Ethel Emery was faithful in good times and bad as a wife, mother, and Bible teacher. Her pure faith was passed on to her children, and all are serving God—one daughter having served as a missionary to Venezuela, a grandson serving also in Venezuela, and a great grandson now serving in Korea (married to a Korean).
CONCLUSION


Gaius was a wonderful Christian gentleman, an example for us all to follow. The church is built upon such faithful persons. Without such people in the church, there would be no opportunity for the church to grow or succeed in its efforts to evangelize the world. As a matter of fact, Gaius was recognized for his goodness, faithfulness, hospitality, and leadership qualities and was promoted by John to be the Bishop of Pergamum. Are you like Gaius, a Christian that works so diligently that others see your good works and glorify God? Are you like Gaius, a Christian that demonstrates faithfulness on a daily basis so that the church recognizes your potential for leadership? We need more people like Gaius in the church today! Will you commit yourself to becoming a church member like him? Start today.
