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INTRODUCTION


One very beneficial way to spend leisure time is to experience life indirectly through reading biographies. We should learn what makes a person unique, successful, etc. There are three persons mentioned in this third letter from John. In it, we can learn about some of the kinds of persons we meet in nearly every church. The first person is Gaius, the recipient of this letter. The second person is Diotrephes, a person who loved to be first in everything. Let us see what we can learn from looking at his life through the eyes of John.
I.
A DESIRE TO BE FIRST IS A WORLDLY DESIRE (v. 9).

1.
Diotrephes desired the position of the most important leader in the church.
2.
Diotrephes desired the power to control the church and run it as he saw fit.

A person that wants to control and run the church is a person that has forgotten that the church belongs to Jesus Christ, not to him or her. The leaders of the church are not self-appointed but God-appointed. God calls and man responds. Illustration
II.
A DESIRE TO BE FIRST LEADS TO SLANDER OF OTHERS (vv. 9-10).

1. Diotrephes wanted nothing to do with John and his leadership.
2. Diotrephes gossips maliciously about John.
Persons like Diotrephes always work behind the scenes so that others will not know what they are doing. However, John says that, when he comes, he will “call attention to what he is doing.” John will not be controlled by anyone other than the Lord. The slanderous comments of Diotrephes will be exposed to all the church. Illustration
III.
A DESIRE TO BE FIRST LEADS TO REJECTION OF OTHERS (v. 10).
1. Diotrephes rejects the brothers that come and will not welcome them.
2. Diotrephes will not allow others in the church to welcome them.
Since the world will not generally welcome God’s people and help them along their way, it is up to the church to provide hospitality to believers that are traveling from one city to another. The cost is minimal, but the rewards are plentiful. Jesus spoke of such people as helping Him, not just helping someone else (see Matt 25). Illustration
IV.
A DESIRE TO BE FIRST LEADS TO OPPRESSION OF OTHERS (vv. 5-7).

1. Diotrephes stops others in the church from doing what is right.
2. Diotrephes casts out of the church those that disagree with him.
Persons desirous of worldly position and power are oftentimes abusers of that position and power. Diotrephes is not a good person! He is mean-spirited and harmful to the church and its reputation. No one feels comfortable in such a church since he or she may be the next victim of a power play. Illustration
V.
A DESIRE TO BE FIRST IS AN EVIL DESIRE FROM SATAN (v. 8).
1.
Diotrephes is distracted from what is good by a desire for something less.
2.
Diotrephes desired to be first when he should have desired to be right with God.
John says such a person sets a bad example and is not to be followed. No one should side with such a person for whatever reason. Rather, such a person is worthy of outright rejection because his improper desire is from Satan and not from God. John states very strongly that Diotrephes does not know God.
CONCLUSION


Diotrepes is a mean, despicable, worldly-minded man. There is no spirit of God in him, only the spirit of evil from Satan. The person in the church that desires to be first in importance is a person unworthy to be first. Rather, such a person does not know God. He needs to have a genuine conversion experience before any recognition can come. In Acts 6-7, no person went to the apostles and said, “Choose me!” Rather, those who were chosen to be leaders were selected because of the Spirit of God within them. Are you like Diotrephes? Or are you like the deacons in Acts 6-7? Be humble! Be filled with the Spirit, not with yourself! 
