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INTRODUCTION


God offers a variety of benedictions, or good words, in the Scriptures. We can learn a lot about God and His love for us through a series of studies about good words from God’s Word for God’s good people. The benediction is pronounced by man but is really God’s benediction. We have already considered the traditional priestly blessing and the Solomonic benediction. Today, we will examine the standard Pauline benediction. This benediction has three requests, purposefully reflecting the Trinity.

I. 
THE GRACE OF THE LORD JESUS CHRIST WILL BE WITH YOU ALL.

1.
The “grace” of the Second Person of the Trinity reminds us that salvation is by grace, which is an act of giving an undeserved favor or benefit.

2.
The Second Person of the Trinity is “the radiance of God's glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word” (Heb 3:1).

3. 
Paul requests the Second Person of the Trinity to be with us all.

The Lord Jesus Christ is with all who believe, as He lives within our hearts. His grace is sufficient for us all in that He died for our sins and paid the price in full. Paul requests that this grace will be with us all throughout all the days of our lives. The result will be a gracious, loving life lived for the benefit of God, self, and others.

II. 
THE LOVE OF GOD WILL BE WITH YOU ALL.

1. The “love” of the First Person of the Trinity reminds us that God “so loved that He gave his one and only Son” so that you and I might have eternal life.

2. The First Person of the Trinity is the Almighty God, Creator of all that exists, the Sovereign of the Universe, the Father Who loves us and has a plan for our lives.
3. Paul requests the First Person of the Trinity to be with us all.
The God of Heaven is with all who believe in and receive His Son as Savior and Lord. His love is a love that gives the best that one can give so that the beloved will be better off than otherwise would be possible. Paul requests that God’s love with be with us all so that we can share that love with Him and with others.

III. 
THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL BE WITH YOU ALL.

1. The “fellowship” of the Third Person of the Trinity reminds us that being a child of God through faith in Jesus brings us into close relationship with Almighty God.

2. The Third Person of the Trinity communes with our spirit and empowers us for Christian service on a daily basis.

3. Paul requests the Third Person of the Trinity to be with us all.

The Holy Spirit is with us every day and in every place. He comes to live within us in order that He may guide and direct us as we commune (have fellowship) with Him. In essence, Paul requests that the Holy Spirit take away the sense of loneliness that is so widely experienced in this self-centered world.

CONCLUSION


God desires to bless His people. He has a good word, a benediction, for us. As we live faithful lives for Him, we receive the blessings of God. We have learned today that God wants to give us three wonderful blessings: grace, love, and fellowship. These blessings are particularly relevant to the life and welfare of the church. However, these blessings are particularly attractive to all people and may draw non-believers to Christ. Let us share these blessings with all people, first with believers and then with non-believers so that they might want to become God’s people just as we are.

