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INTRODUCTION


God has a good word, a benediction, for His people. In the biblical benedictions, we see a variety of examples of a good word from God. I will be speaking about these good words from God over the next few Sundays. I think we can learn a lot about God and His love for us through this series of studies about good words from God’s Word for God’s good people. The benediction is pronounced by man but is really God’s benediction. The first in this series is the traditional blessing: the priestly benediction. Let us see what we can learn from this first of God’s good words for us with its three pairs of words.

I.
THE FIRST PAIR OF WORDS
1.
A Request That God Will “Bless You”—add benefit(s) to us
2.
A Request That God Will “Keep You”—put a hedge (of thorns) around us to protect/preserve us from the evil one and from evil

This first pair of words assumes that you are a child of God. Although God blesses all people indirectly, He blesses His chosen people directly. There are blessings too numerous to mention in a lifetime. One of those special blessings is that He keeps us—that is, we are His children and will not be lost, stolen, or disowned.

II.
THE SECOND PAIR OF WORDS

1. A Request That God Will “Make His Face Shine Upon You”—look upon, be present with, and accept us joyfully (with a resulting warming of our hearts)
2. A Request That God Will “Be Gracious to You”—bestow grace, mercy, and favor upon one of lower rank and unworthy of receiving it
This second pair of words reminds us that God looks with favor upon those who are His children. Much like an earthly father, the Divine Father shows His smiling face toward His children. He is gracious toward us and gives us good gifts, just as Jesus reminds us later in the Sermon on the Mount (see Matthew 7:7-11).

III.
THE THIRD PAIR OF WORDS

1. A Request That God Will “Turn His Face toward You”—pay attention to us in our time of need

2. A Request That God Will “Give You Peace”—enjoy peace, health, and happiness

This third pair of words reminds us that God is aware of our pain and misfortune. When we cry out in our misery, He does not turn away from us or continue to ignore us. Like a good parent, God always cares about us and turns His face toward us to see what has caused our discomfort. Then, He busies Himself to insure that we can have peace in the midst of our confusion (cf. Romans 8:28).
CONCLUSION


Our God is a great and glorious God. He is our Heavenly Father. Like an earthly father, God can be a stern disciplinarian when needed. However, He also is serious about showing us how much He loves us by the way He cares for us. He desires that His children may receive the following: blessing, security, favor, gifts, sympathy, and peace. God instructs His ministers to give this kind of good word to His people, not the kind of word that destroys love, diminishes joyful hope, and takes away peace. Dear Friends, God has a good word for us today! His benediction expresses a desire to bless you and me. Will we allow Him to do so, or will we remain distant from Him and miss out on what He desires to give us? I pray that each one of us today will receive the blessing of God.
