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INTRODUCTION


In the Scriptures, God offers a variety of benedictions—good words from God’s Word for God’s good people. Although the benediction is pronounced by man, it is really God’s benediction. We have already considered two Old Testament and four New Testament benedictions. Today, we will consider the Petrine benediction in First Peter. This benediction includes a reminder of some very serious information and then makes four requests as a result of that information.

I. 
TWO REMINDERS FROM GOD

1.
Peter reminds us that God has called us to His eternal glory.

(1)
This eternal glory represents the fact that God has called us to share in His Heavenly glory for all eternity!

(2)
This eternal glory means that we are to share in that glory of God right now!

2.
Peter reminds us that suffering is a part of the Christian life and also glorifies God.

(1) Suffering occurs along the journey of life, some unique to those who are children of God. (See 2 Timothy 3:12)

 (2) We live in the middle of circumstances that cause suffering and unexpectedly fall into them. (See 1 Peter 4:12-16)

God knows that we shall suffer along the road to Heaven. We should not be surprised when we suffer for His sake—i.e., because of our faith in Him. We will fall into suffering as we journey along; but we need to be sure we are suffering for Him, not because of bad choices.

II. 
FOUR REQUESTS OF GOD

1. The God of all grace desires to restore you (to repair you completely after you have suffered).
2. The God of all grace desires to make you strong (set fast; literally, to turn you resolutely to what is right).
3. The God of all grace desires to make you firm (to make you vigorous, to strengthen, to confirm).
4. The God of all grace desires to make you steadfast (to be grounded, to settle firmly upon the foundation of Christ).
God knows that our suffering can leave us broken and disoriented. He desires to restore us & repair us so that we can serve him again. God knows and understands our struggles! He will not leave us alone!

CONCLUSION


God desires to bless His people. He has a good word, a benediction, for us. As we live faithful lives for Him, we receive the blessings of God. We are reminded today that suffering is a part of the Christian life and that God’s blessings include restoring us and making us able to endure during and following the day of trial. O how we need Christians today to endure suffering for Christ without complaint, but rather with rejoicing hearts because we have been privileged to suffer for Jesus. God reminds us that this is another way of glorifying Him. 

James reminds us of the joy of enduring trials: “Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith develops perseverance. Perseverance must finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything” (James 1:2-4). Now, no one wants to suffer. Yet, God gives us grace for every trial! He gives us strength to endure and overcome through Jesus Christ! We come out of the trials restored, completely furnished, so that we can do His work.

