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INTRODUCTION


The Prophet Micah received a revelation from God that the Glorious Ruler, the Hope of All Ages, the Messiah, would be born in the city of Bethlehem. This city was a relatively small and insignificant town located in the southern part of Israel (later Judah, the Southern Kingdom of a divided Israel). It was about ten kilometers south of Jerusalem. It was located on “the water-parting route” through Israel, along the mountain range west of the Jordan River. It was so named because water falling on the western side of the road flowed into the Mediterranean. Water falling on the eastern side flowed into the Jordan River. Travelers went through this town when going to Hebron from Jerusalem. Let us examine Micah’s prophecy.
I.
THE BIRTH OF A RULER OVER ISRAEL

1.
Mystery of Birthplace Revealed: Bethlehem of Judah

(1) Not in the Palaces of Jerusalem nor in Rome, the Center of the Roman Empire

(2) But in Lowly Bethlehem, the City of David (his birthplace) before He Took Jerusalem (which came to be called The City of David)
The mystery of the humble birthplace of the Lord of Glory who comes to earth is beyond our understanding. He could have been born any place that He chose, even in the palace of the greatest king of all time. Only God knows why He chose this place and this time to come to earth (not to mention that it fulfilled prophecy).
2.
Mystery of Birth Revealed: Origin from Ancient Times (Days of Eternity)
(1) Not a Newly Existing Child from Conception

(2) But the Pre-existing Lord of Glory Come Down from Heaven
This ruler will be none other than the Eternal God who comes to be born as a baby, to take on human form, and to live among His creation. Why a mighty God would leave the perfect glory of Heaven to come to an imperfect, miserable earth in a miserable time is a mystery that is beyond our understanding.
II.
THE BOLDNESS OF THE RULER OVER ISRAEL

1. Extent of Boldness of the Ruler Revealed: Stand and Shepherd in the Strength and Majesty of the Lord God
(1) Not Afraid to Shepherd His Sheep in the Midst of Danger

(2) But Strong to Shepherd through the Strength and Majesty of God

He would have power and majesty but yet be a lowly shepherd tending sheep in a dangerous environment. However, this was no normal shepherd that would come to earth to live, to work, to die. No! He was the Good Shepherd that would give His life for His sheep. 
2. Extend of the Bold Rule Revealed: Security, Greatness, and Peace Reach to the Ends of the Earth

(1) Not a Temporal Rule with Limited Application

(2) But an Eternal Rule that Brings Security and Peace for All Mankind Forever

This ruler that comes out of Bethlehem will be none other than the Almighty God who brings Eternal Security and Peace to those who trust in Him. He will rule not only over our hearts, but over all of creation. He is our Creator God! Hallelujah!
CONCLUSION


This ruler that was to come out of Bethlehem is Jesus Christ! Jesus Christ is the Good Shepherd. He was unafraid of the dangers that faced Him. He was full of strength and majesty, yet lived a simple humble life. This Jesus became the Savior of the World, much to the surprise of those who were looking for a majestic Kingly Messiah. However, Jesus now reigns in Heaven as King of Kings and Lord of Lords!
