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INTRODUCTION


The prophet Malachi speaks about the coming of Messiah in this final book of the Old Testament. Since his words are the last words about the coming of Messiah centuries before He actually comes, the words take on added significance. Let us see what Malachi prophesies about the coming Messiah.
I.
THE PROPHECY OF HIS PREDECESSOR

1.
A messenger is sent (later discovered to be John the Baptist).

2.
This messenger is sent to prepare the way for the coming of Messiah.

This prophecy confirms what Isaiah had prophesied about three and a half centuries earlier in Isaiah 40:1-5. Both foretold that Messiah would be preceded by one who would prepare the way for the official introduction of Messiah. Over 400 years later, John the Baptist would introduce Messiah while baptizing others in the Jordan River.
II.
THE PROPHECY OF HIS PRESENCE

1. The Lord will come suddenly to His holy Temple.

2. He will be “the Messenger of the Covenant, whom you desire.”

Jesus’ parents bring him to the Temple when He is eight days old, and Simeon and Anna recognize Him as the Messiah. Simeon says, “Lord…my eyes have seen your revelation…a light for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory to your people Israel” (Luke 2:29-32). The prophetess Anna “gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem” (Luke 2:38).
III.
THE PROPHECY OF HIS POWER

1. No one can “endure the day of his coming.”

2. No one can “stand when he appears.”

No power can withstand the coming of Messiah, as He will have ultimate power, not just human power. No authority can stand against Him when He appears. He will have power over life and death! He will overcome all enemies. He will bring Himself back from the grave, much to everyone’s surprise!  He will change the world forever.
IV.

THE PROPHECY OF HIS PURIFICATION

1. He will be like “a refiner’s fire” and purify the Levites (spiritual leaders).
2. He will be like “a launderer’s soap) to cleanse all from their sins.

Messiah will purify the spiritual leaders. Only when the spiritual leaders are clean can they lead the people in true worship of the Almighty God. If the leaders remain unclean, the people will remain unclean as well. Blind guides cannot lead the blind, as both will fall into the ditch. Thus, Messiah comes to purify the spiritual leaders.
CONCLUSION


When Messiah purifies the spiritual leaders, they can lead the people in the process of becoming clean, as well. Only then can the following prophecy be fulfilled: The people will bring “offerings in righteousness,” offerings that will be “acceptable to the Lord.”

Are you clean today? Are your offerings given in a spirit of righteousness? Are they acceptable unto God? If you are cleansed by God, your offerings are acceptable. If not, then you need to confess your sin before Almighty God and be cleansed today. Let Messiah, Jesus Christ, purify your soul, your heart, your mind today!
