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INTRODUCTION


What does Resurrection Sunday really mean to us? What do the Scriptures teach us that we can use to help us answer this question? Do you know what the New Testament writers reveal concerning this most significant of Bible truths? Let us examine some of their teachings and see what they have to tell us.

I.
THE MOMENT OF THE RESURRECTION (Matthew 28:1-4)

1.
The Timing of the Earthquake—vv.1-2

2.
The Turning of the Stone—v. 2
3.
The Terror of the Guards—v. 4

II.
THE MESSAGE OF THE RESURRECTION (Matthew 28:6-7)

1. The Absence of the Remembered Lord: “He is not here.”

2. The Announcement of the Risen Lord: “He is risen, just as he said.”

3. The Assignment for the Resurrected Lord: “Go and tell his disciples.”

(1) “He has risen from the dead.”

(2) “He is going ahead of you….”

(3) “You will see him.”

III.
THE MEANING OF THE RESURRECTION (Acts 2 , John 11, 1 Thess 4)

1. The Impossibility of Death and the Grave Holding the Lord—Acts 2:23-24.
“This man was handed over to you by God's set purpose and foreknowledge; and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by nailing him to the cross. But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was impossible for death to keep its hold on him.”

2. The Inability of Death and the Grave Holding Us—John 11:25-26.

“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in me will live, even though he dies; and whoever lives and believes in me will never die.’”
3. The Ineffectiveness of Death and the Grave Holding the Dead—1 Thess 4:15-16.

“According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.”
CONCLUSION


The real message and meaning of the resurrection is that we who believe in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord will share in His resurrection experience. We, too, shall be resurrected from the grave to live forever in Heaven in the presence of God. Death cannot hold us permanently. Thus, Paul would write confidently in 1 Corinthians 15:51-56: 

“Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed—in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: ‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’ ‘Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?’ The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Thus, we can sing, “O Victory in Jesus, My Savior forever!”
