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INTRODUCTION


Psalm 23 is the best-known Psalm, the best-known chapter, in the Bible. It is probably also the best-loved chapter in the Bible! I want us to closely examine this psalm in order to see why it is so loved by all Christians. The psalm begins with these words: “The Lord is my shepherd.” Let us consider who the Lord is, what He is, and why He is that.
I.
WHO THE LORD IS (JESUS)
1.
The Lord is the Creator (see John 1:1-3).
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.”
2.
The Lord is the Sustainer (see Colossians 1:16-17).
“For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for him. He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”
3. The Lord is the Savior (see John 1:12).
“Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God—children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God.”

II.
WHAT THE LORD IS (SHEPHERD) John 10:3-4, 11-14

1. The Lord, as Shepherd, knows His sheep—v. 3.

“The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.”

2.
The Lord, as Shepherd, leads and stays with His sheep—vv. 3-4.

“He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice.”

3. The Lord, as Shepherd, gives His life for His sheep—v. 11.

"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.”

III.
WHY THE LORD IS A SHEPHERD (NEED OF THE SHEEP)

1. The Lord is a Shepherd because the sheep have no sense of direction.

2. The Lord is a Shepherd because the sheep are helpless when injured.

3. The Lord is a Shepherd because the sheep are defenseless.
4. The Lord is a Shepherd because the sheep cannot find food or water (no smell).
5. The Lord is a Shepherd because the sheep are easily frightened (shepherd sings).
6. The Lord is a Shepherd because the sheep are unable to cleanse themselves.

CONCLUSION


The Lord is a Shepherd because the sheep cannot survive without a shepherd. Of course, we are like sheep! In Isaiah 53:6, Isaiah reminds us of this truth: “All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way; and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all.” Like sheep, we have no sense of where we are going, we are defenseless before Satan, helpless when injured, cannot find our way to spiritual food or water, are easily frightened, and unable to cleanse ourselves. We are desperate for a shepherd, the Good Shepherd, to help us. Jesus, the Good Shepherd, has laid down His life for us so that we might live. Thus, the key word in our text for today is “my.” Is the Lord MY Shepherd? Is the Lord YOUR Shepherd?
