THE DANGER OF CYNICISM
Malachi 3:13-18

Dr. Glenn A. Jent, Pastor

INTRODUCTION


There is always a danger that people will become cynical about life. They make statements that reflect their sense of futility of life. “There is no justice in the world.” “There is no great moral law built into the universe.” “There is no God; or, if there is, He is not interested in what is happening in man’s life or man’s world.” This cynicism is reflected in very practical ways when it comes to religious life. Malachi describes this cynicism.
I.
THE CYNICISM OF THE WORLDLY MINDED

1.
A person gains nothing by carrying out God’s requirements.

2.
A person gains nothing by mourning before the Lord because of sin.

3.
A person gains nothing from humility when the arrogant are blessed.

4.
A person gains nothing from moral living when the evildoers prosper.
5.
A person gains nothing from serving God when those who challenge God escape.

The cynicism of the worldly minded impacts the child of God and causes many to fall into Satan’s trap. When they take their eyes off of God and turn their focus squarely upon the world, they are caught up in this world of cynical thinking. Because they have faulty theology and false expectations, they begin to lose faith in God’s moral order. Thus, God’s people sometimes become cynical just like the worldly minded. That is exactly what was happening in Malachi’s day. Cynicism is a terrible reward!
II.
THE COMPASSION FOR THE HEAVENLY MINDED

1. God remembers those who fear Him and honor His name (in His Book of Remembrance).
2. God remembers those who belong to Him.

3. God remembers His faithful children, and they are His treasures.
4. God remembers His faithful children, and He will spare them.

5. God remembers His faithful children and will show them His compassion.
You and I may forget the goodness and compassion of God. We may become cynical as we take our focus off of God and place it on the worldly minded. However, God never forgets. He always remembers those who are His faithful children. He will never leave us nor forsake us. He is our God! God’s people can avoid cynicism by continuing to focus on God and His moral order. As long as our theology considers that God’s law are eternal, not just temporal, we will continue to remember that those who defy God now will pay then—even if they do not suffer in the here and now. 

CONCLUSION

God will not be mocked. Paul reminds us of this great truth in Galatians 6:7-10. We need to remind ourselves of these words: “7Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 9Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 10Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.” Keep your eyes focused upon God, and you will be able to continue doing good works in spite of what others say or do. Do not become cynical! Cynicism is its own reward. It leads to a miserable life, a miserable existence! Look to God, the Author and Finisher of our faith! He will remember and have compassion on you!
Illustration: A little boy walking home from Sunday school and an unbeliever
