TALKING WITH A DONKEY
Numbers 22:21-23, 28-35

Dr. Glenn A. Jent, Pastor
INTRODUCTION


The setting for the sermon today is Numbers 22-24. At the beginning of this passage, we learn that Balak and the Moabites feel threatened by the Israelites passing through going from Egypt to Canaan. They fear being overwhelmed by them. Thus, he sends some of his princes to bring Balaam to him. Balak is persistent in persuading Balaam to come. When Balaam fails to curse the people, Balak insists he try three different times in different ways and different places. Balak wants to do things his way, and he does not take into consideration what God’s way might be. Let us consider Balaam’s actions in this matter.

I.
DOING THINGS GOD’S WAY, BUT ONLY HALF WAY
1.
What He Did (vv. 20-21)
(1)
He goes with the princes as God has directed.
(2)
He goes without consulting with God before leaving.

Did he go too quickly because he had been thinking all night about Balak’s promise of handsome rewards? POSSIBLY! Or did he go too quickly because he assumed too much? PROBABLY! Either way, he reminds us that we must not presume or assume too much about God’s will and God’s way.
2. What He Missed (vv. 22-23)

(1)
He is unaware that God is displeased with him (lack of spiritual sensitivity).

(2) He is unaware that God has sent an angel to oppose him.
Not being spiritually sensitive can lead us to make unwise decisions. Such lack of commitment can and will expose us to unknown and unexpected danger.

II.
DANGER OF DOING GOD’S WILL HALF WAY
1. What He Experienced (vv. 23-27)

(1)
He left the way, hurt his foot against a wall, and ended up going nowhere.

(2)
He lost his temper and beat his faithful donkey three times.

When he lost his way spiritually, he lost his temper physically. Instead of blaming himself, he blamed someone else—his donkey. We also blame others, but never ourselves. Such action suggests we are outside of God’s will, or doing it half way.
2. What He Heard (vv. 28-33)

(1)
He hears his donkey talk and has a conversation with her.

(2)
He hears an angel talk and learns the truth about following God half way.

Balaam learns that his donkey has saved his life three times, for which he beat her each time. He learns that God is not happy with him and that he must follow God’s way completely. Thus, he repents and offers to go back home.
III.
DOING THINGS GOD’S WAY COMPLETELY
1. What He Said (22:38-24:25)
(1)
He reminds Balak four times that he must speak only what God gives him.

(2)
He blesses Israel four times and pronounces a curse on all who oppose them.

God’s word is sure and unchanging. It is consistent and trustworthy. Believe it!

2. What He Discovers (24:25)

(1)
He must return to his home without the world’s rewards (cf. 24:10-11).

(2)
He sees Balak continuing on unchanged—going his own way.

God’s people follow God’s guidance, but unbelievers will continue to be blind.

CONCLUSION


What will we do? Will we go our own way? God’s way half way? Or God’s way? The results of our action will depend upon our choice, just as for Balak and Balaam. You cannot please God by following your own way or by following God only half way!
