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INTRODUCTION


Every year we approach this special holiday season and remember with gratefulness those who have been a significant part of our lives—typically our family members. However, this year, I want to remind us that Paul has much to teach us about thanksgiving. He wants us to realize that we are to show our gratitude to our Christian leaders, other believers, and everyone with whom we come in contact. Showing this gratitude precedes what we usually think of at this time of year—the last two verses which describe how to show our gratitude to God. Let us examine this passage further.
I.
SHOWING THANKS IN OUR RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHERS
1.
We should show thanks in our relationships with our spiritual leaders.
(1)
We do so by showing respect for those who work hard and admonish others.

(2)
We do so by holding them in highest regard (love them) because of their work.

2.
We should show thanks in our relationships with one another as believers.

(1)
We do so by living in peace with them.

(2)
We do so by warning the idle.

(3)
We do so by encouraging the timid.

(4)
We do so by helping the weak.

(5)
We do so by being patient with everyone.

3.
We should show thanks in our relationships with everyone.

(1)
We do so by not paying back wrong for wrong.
(2)
We do so by being kind to each other and to everyone else.

Apparently, Paul believes it is important that a part of our thanksgiving includes our relationships with our fellowman, not just with God or just our own family. Thus, if we are to truly enjoy thanksgiving, we must also show our gratitude to one another. Once we have done this, then we are ready to show our gratitude to God.
II.
SHOWING THANKS IN OUR RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD

1. We should be joyful always.

(1)
We should be joyful at all times in our relationships with others.

(2)
Then, we can be joyful at all times in our relationship with God.

2. We should pray continually.

(1)
We should pray continually concerning our relationships with others.

(2)
Then, we can pray continually concerning our relationship with God.

3. We should give thanks in all circumstances.
(1)
We should give thanks in all circumstances in our relationships with others.

(2)
Then, we can give thanks in all circumstances in our relationship with God.

Paul wants us to realize that God is not pleased with our showing gratitude to Him if we fail to show our gratitude to others. Thus, if you want to receive full benefit of this thanksgiving season, you need to express your gratitude to your Christian leaders, your fellow believers, and to all in general. Otherwise, your gratitude to God is faulty.
CONCLUSION


Our God is such a great and wonderful God. He wants us to understand how to fully enjoy the blessings He gives us. A part of this blessing is our family. Another part of this blessing is the Christian leaders He gives us. Another part of this blessing is the fellowship of believers. One final part of the blessing He gives us is the people all around us in our everyday lives. Be grateful for all of God’s blessings! Paul concludes with these words: 

“For this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus.”


Show gratitude to all you meet! Be kind to one another in every circumstance and at all times. Go! Show your gratitude today!

