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INTRODUCTION


Today is Pentecost Sunday. Pentecost was prophesied in the Old Testament. Our text reflects that fact. I want us to examine the text and what it says, see what has been fulfilled, and what (if anything) remains to be fulfilled.

I.
WHAT THE PROPHECY SAYS
1.
There will be an outpouring of the Spirit (on all people).

(1) Your sons and daughters will prophesy—something totally new.

(2)
Your old men will dream dreams—e.g., a restored Kingdom.

(3)
Your young men will see visions—e.g., Stephen, Peter, and Paul.

2.
There will be wonders (in the heavens and on the earth).

(1) In the heavens, the sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to blood.
(2) On the earth, here will be blood and fire and billows of smoke.

(3) These wonders will precede the day of the Lord (of judgment).
3.
There will be a great harvest (of souls).
(1) “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”

(2) “There will be deliverance.”
(3) There will be “survivors whom the Lord calls.”

II.
WHAT HAS BEEN FULFILLED AND WHAT YET REMAINS
1. The outpouring of the Spirit was fulfilled in Acts 2:16:
“This was what was spoken by the prophet Joel.”
Some would say that the modern Pentecostal movement, which began around 1900 and continues today, is another fulfillment of Joel. 
2. The wonders in the heavens and earth are yet to come (see Rev 6:12 & 8:7).
“I watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great earthquake. The sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon turned blood red.”

“The first angel sounded his trumpet, and there came hail and fire mixed with blood, and it was hurled down upon the earth.”


Some would say this has already been fulfilled at the death of Christ, but more traditional Bible scholars believe this is still a future event.
3. The great harvest refers to those who come before and during the Day of the Lord (see Revelation, chapters 6-18).
Some would say this is being fulfilled in the present time through the evangelistic and mission outreach of the Church. This may be true, but it seems to miss the mark of being just prior to the coming Day of the Lord.
CONCLUSION


The prophecy of Pentecost was given by the Prophet Joel over 700 years before the first part was fulfilled in Acts 2. This prophecy reminds us that God’s Word is sure and that not one word will prove to be false. Thus, we can also expect the last two parts of the prophecy to come to pass just before the Day of the Lord (and His judgment) falls upon all who reject Him. That means we need to be working to make sure all of our loved ones and friends are prepared for this coming Day. It will be a “dreadful day” for those that are unprepared. Are you ready for this Day to come? If not, I urge you to get ready today!

Illustration: The coming of the tsunami was unexpected. If people had known, thousands and thousands would have survived. However, very few were warned and thus they perished. Even though a tsunami warning system exists, none was in place where it was needed that day!

Friends, we have an early warning system in place—the Bible. It tells us that a great catastrophe is coming. Will we be prepared for it? Will we heed the warning? Do not let this dreadful day come with you unprepared. Live in the overflow of the Holy Spirit every day!
