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INTRODUCTION


In the Scriptures, God offers a variety of benedictions—good words from God’s Word for God’s good people. Although the benediction is pronounced by man, it is really God’s benediction. We have already considered the priestly, the Solomonic, and the standard Pauline benedictions. Today, we will consider Paul’s “grace and peace” benedictions in First and Second Thessalonians.
I. 
 A REQUEST THAT “THE GOD OF PEACE SANCTIFY YOU” (I, 5:23)
1.
God is a God of peace.

2.
God desires to sanctify us—to set us apart for His service.
3. 
God desires to sanctify us through and through—to make us completely acceptable and useful for His glorious work.
The process of sanctification is a life-long process, but it is one that God desires to initiate and carry out to completion in us. God wants us to be useful in His kingdom, and He gives us the Holy Spirit to enable the process to be successful.
II. 
A REQUEST THAT WE BE “KEPT BLAMELESS” (I, 5:23-24)
1. He requests that the whole spirit, soul, and body will be blameless when Jesus comes again.
2. He requests that we keep ourselves blameless until Jesus comes again.
3. He reminds us that the One who called us is faithful and will keep us blameless.
The entire person is to be blameless before God. We must give Him our spirit, our soul, and our body. Nothing is to be withheld from Him. In this way, He will be able to make us blameless through His Son’s death on the cross and the empowering presence of the Holy Spirit. This is the sanctification process at work in us.
III. 
A REQUEST THAT “THE LORD OF PEACE GIVE YOU PEACE” (II, 3:16)
1. The Lord of Peace mentioned here is none other than Jesus Christ.
2. The Lord of Peace desires to give us peace “at all times.”

3. The Lord of Peace desires to give us peace “in every way.”
The Lord of Peace desires to give us His peace, a peace that exceeds our ability to understand it. He wants us to have this peace wherever and whenever. Of course, this peace is only available to those who have accepted the Prince of Peace as Savior.
IV.
A REQUEST THAT THE GRACE OF JESUS BE WITH YOU (I, 5:28; II, 3:18)

1. God always desires to give us His grace.

2. This grace always comes through Jesus Christ.

3. This grace is freely given to all who will receive it.

The grace of Jesus Christ forms a part of all of the benedictions of Paul, oftentimes being the only thing he mentions. Note that grace, the means of our salvation, always precedes the peace, even though peace is mentioned first here. You can only have peace once you have experienced grace, which means Jesus Christ is with you and in you.
CONCLUSION


God desires to bless His people. He has a good word, a benediction, for us. As we live faithful lives for Him, we receive the blessings of God. We have learned today that God wants to bless us with full sanctification, keep us blameless, give us peace, and keep us in grace through Jesus. Oh, how we need Christians today to be blessed with these good gifts of God. What a difference it would make in the church and in the world. Have you received these blessings from God? If not, experience His saving grace today. Then, enjoy His peace.
