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INTRODUCTION


In the Scriptures, God offers a variety of benedictions—good words from God’s Word for God’s good people. Although the benediction is pronounced by man, it is really God’s benediction. We have already considered the priestly, the Solomonic, the standard Pauline, and his “grace and peace” benedictions. Today, we will consider Paul’s “God is able” benedictions in Romans and Ephesians.
I. 
A REQUEST THAT GOD ESTABLISH US
1.
God is able, has power, to establish us, to turn us resolutely to Him, through the preaching of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
2.
The Gospel is the “revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past” and now revealed in the “prophetic writings” according to God’s command.
3.
The mystery of the Gospel has been revealed in Jesus Christ so that “all nations might believe and obey him.”

God has revealed what once was a mystery. That mystery was how God could bring peace between sinful mankind and a righteous and holy God. Jesus Christ is revealed as God’s answer. Jesus is the Good News! Jesus has paid the price for our sin so that we could be forgiven and made righteous before God. Now, God is able to save all mankind if they will receive Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.
II. 
A REQUEST THAT GOD DO MORE THAN WE ASK OF HIM
1. God is able to do “immeasurably more” than what we ask Him to do.
2. God is able to do “immeasurably more” than what we imagine He can do.
3. God is able to do “immeasurably more” for us than we ask or imagine because His power is “at work within us.”
Paul reminds us that God is able to do much more than we can expect or imagine because His power is much greater than we realize. This same power is available to us as God works His will in our life. Thus, Paul writes, “I can do everything through him [Christ] who gives me strength” (Philippians 4:13). We need to stop limiting God’s power to act by our lack of faith! To see what Paul is talking about, see Romans 16:20 (“The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet.”).
III. 
A REQUEST THAT ALL GENERATIONS GLORIFY GOD
1. God is all wise in His plans and actions and deserves to be glorified, or praised.
2. God is to be praised for what He has done “in the church and in Christ Jesus.”

3. God is to be praised by all generations for ever and ever.
God is able to carry out His plans to perfection. He is to be praised for what He has done for us. We should praise God for the Church and for Jesus Christ, the two means through which God has been able to work out His plan for the world.
CONCLUSION


God desires to bless His people. He has a good word, a benediction, for us. As we live faithful lives for Him, we receive the blessings of God. We have learned today that God is able to establish us and do more for us than we could ask or imagine. O how we need Christians today to be blessed with the confidence to trust God to do the impossible, to change our world once again as He has done in the past. Our God is able! Do we believe it? Do we pray like it? Do we live like it? Do we really believe it? If we really do, “the God of peace will soon crush Satan under our feet.”
