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INTRODUCTION


In spite of all of God’s provisions for us, we still must walk through the valley of the shadow of death. Since no one is exempt from this journey, both believers and unbelievers will experience the shadows of life. If the Lord is our Shepherd, we do not walk through this valley alone. The Good Shepherd walks alongside us through all of the shadows of life. Thus, we are told not to be afraid as we make the journey. Nevertheless, there are enemies all along the way. Although Satan is the enemy of all mankind, he is particularly filled with hatred for those who are believers. Let us see what the Psalmist has to say about this circumstance.
I.
WE HAVE AN UNPROVOKED OPPOSITION.

1. We have an enemy that seeks to deceive us.

2. We have an enemy that seeks to defeat us.

3. We have an enemy that seeks to destroy us.
Our enemy, Satan, hates us and wants to take us away from our Lord. He is sometimes described as a wolf in sheep’s clothing. He seeks to deprive the Good Shepherd of our value and usefulness. Although he really hates us and intends to destroy us, he appears to be our friend. Many are deceived by his temptations.
II.
WE HAVE AN UNPARALLELED OPPORTUNITY.

1. God warms our hearts (prepares a table for us) in the presence of our enemies.

2. God washes our heads (anoints our head with oil).

3. God welcomes us home (fills our cup to overflowing).

As we walk through the valley of the shadow of death, we have a wonderful opportunity. God does the unexpected to prove just how powerful He is. Even though the world (and the devil) makes us feel unwelcome, God treats us as special guests in front of our enemies. Oh, how it must drive the world crazy to see God bless us when they are cursing us! What a glorious God we serve!

III.
WE HAVE AN UNPRAISED OBLIGATION.

1.
We must walk the walk regardless of the scarcity of our energy.

2.
We must wage a war regardless of the savagery of our enemy.

3.
We must win the world regardless of the security of our eternity.

This obligation that we have as believers requires us to walk through the valley, to resist our enemies, to win the world for Jesus Christ. Jesus is Lord! We are obligated to do as our Lord demands of us. Apart from the protection of the Good Shepherd, we as sheep will be led to Satan’s slaughter house.

CONCLUSION


My dear Friends, we are welcomed by God! He desires that we respond to His gracious calling to be His people, the sheep of His pasture. Though Satan may hate us and though the world may make us unwelcome, God loves us and accepts us! He shows us marvelous hospitality even in the presence of our enemies. Hallelujah! He provides our daily needs, He provides our daily safety, He provides acceptance, and He provides a welcome place for us—both here in the present valley of the shadow of death and there for all eternity in Heaven. What a mighty God we serve! Illustration from the Bourne Trilogy with a Quote from theme song: “I would stand in line for this. There’s always room in life for this.” God calls you to a dangerous life. Will you stand in line to be a part of it? Will you always have room in your life to give 100% to Him?
