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INTRODUCTION


On Discovery Channel, there are programs on all kinds of subjects. One of the programs shows the lifestyles of the rich and famous. The homes and the lifestyles are truly beyond imagination. The same thing can be said about the lifestyle of King Solomon. Our text describes the glorious splendor of Solomon and his kingdom. As we look at his life and how it ended, we discover some significant truths. Let us examine them.

I.
SUCH FOLK OFTEN ARE INVOLVED IN A DESPERATE SEARCH.

1.
Many of them travel the world seeking happiness (escape from boredom).

2.
Many of them travel the world seeking hope (escape from meaninglessness).

Such people are involved in a search that seeks to give their lives meaning and purpose. They run here and there trying to escape boredom and find happiness, but they are not successful. Their lives are empty or meaningless just as Solomon said.

II.
SUCH FOLK OFTEN HAVE AN INVERTED VALUE SYSTEM.
1. Many of them love power more than purity.

2. Many of them love possessions more than people.

Such people are involved in gaining power and accumulating things. They judge their value by the things they possess, not by the relationships they have formed. Position, money, homes, land, cars—all of these things bring a false sense of value to those who have them. However, true value is in building character and lasting relationships.
III.
SUCH FOLK OFTEN HAVE NO ROOM FOR JESUS IN THEIR LIVES.

1. Many of them love the world, but not the One who died for the world.

2. Many of them love wine, but not for Communion with the Lord.
Such people love the world but have no time for the Creator of this world. They love the things of the world, but not the One who gives these things. They think they are self-made people, but they do not realize that everything they have comes from God.
IV.
SUCH FOLK OFTEN ARE ENVIED BY OTHERS.

1. Others want to live like they do.

2. Others want to love like they do.

Other people look at the lifestyles of the rich and famous and desire to experience what they are experiencing. They want power, position, money, homes, land, cars, etc. They want to love many different persons like they do—e.g., Solomon and his 700 wives and 300 concubines. However, if you have that lifestyle, you also may be losers.

CONCLUSION

When asked what they want out of life, many young people say they want to be rich and famous. Many adults would give the same answer. However, the rich and famous who have no room for God the Creator, or His Son Jesus in their lives are headed for a world of pain, panic, and punishment. They will have pain in this life because of finding no meaningful relationships, no purpose for living, and going from one meaningless adventure to another. They will have panic in their hearts because they fear they will never escape boredom and find true happiness. They will experience punishment in the next life if they refuse to find time for God or His Son in this life. Do you envy such persons? Do you want what they have, their lifestyle? Do you also want the pain, panic, and punishment?

Illustration: Moses grew up amidst the wealth and power of the Pharaoh of Egypt and his court. Yet, the Bible clearly states that Moses decided he would rather serve God and suffer with his own people rather than enjoy the treasures of Egypt (see Hebrews 11:24-26). Most people have no choice, but Moses showed us what we should choose—what we should value most highly—if we did have a choice. Choose relationship with God and His people.
