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INTRODUCTION

When we consider the last half of verse one, we need to remember some things. First, we need to remember that David is the author and that he suffered deep personal poverty, acute hardship, and anguish of spirit at different times in his life. He was hounded by King Saul, who sought to kill him; and many of David’s friends deserted him. Also, he was chased out of his palace and the royal city by his own son, Absalom; and he was betrayed by many of his officials. Remembering this information will help us gain a better understanding of what he means when he says he shall not be in want, most commonly translated, “I shall not want.” The phrase is also translated as follows: “I shall want nothing.” “There is nothing I lack.” “I can lack nothing.” “I am never in need.” I have everything I need.” “I don’t need a thing.” “I shall not be without any good thing.” Let us see how this can be applied to us.
I.
BECAUSE THE LORD IS OUR SHEPHERD, WE LACK NOTHING GOOD.
1.
God has a perfect love for us.

2.
God has a perfect plan for us.

3.
God gives perfect guidance through His Holy Spirit.

4.
God is powerful enough to protect us in all of life’s circumstances.
5.
God never leaves or forsakes us.

II.
BECAUSE THE LORD IS OUR SHEPHERD, WE TAKE THE LONG VIEW.

1. When we fail miserably, God helps put our lives back together—Psalm 18:6, 16.

6In my distress I called to the LORD; I cried to my God for help. From his temple he heard my voice; my cry came before him, into his ears…. 16He reached down from on high and took hold of me; he drew me out of deep waters. 17He rescued me….

2. When we sin horribly, God lovingly forgives when we repent—Psalm 34:15-18.

15The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their cry; 16the face of the LORD is against those who do evil, to cut off the memory of them from the earth. 17The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them; he delivers them from all their troubles. 18The LORD is close to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit.

3. When sorrows come, God works to bring us comfort, then joy—Psalm 30:5.
“For his anger lasts only a moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime; weeping may remain for a night, but rejoicing comes in the morning.”
4. When bad things happen, God works to use them for our good—Psalm 33:10-11 (see also Romans 8:28).

Psa 33:10The LORD foils the plans of the nations; he thwarts the purposes of the peoples. 11But the plans of the LORD stand firm forever, the purposes of his heart through all generations.
RO 8:28And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called according to his purpose.

5. When difficult times come, we remember that Psalm 23:1 ends with Psalm 23:6 (see also 2 Corinthians 4:16-17).
Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all.
CONCLUSION


The key to our life lacking nothing is that the Lord is our Shepherd. As long as the Lord is our Shepherd, we can endure any present discomfort because we know He is with us. Compared to what we have (the Good Shepherd), we are truly missing nothing!
