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IN JESUS’ NAME

John 14:13-14; 15:7-8, 16
Hong-Min “Allen” Park
When I was in seminary, I heard about two guys were both fell in love with a same girl.  Each one was praying that God would turn affection toward him so that he might marry her.   Now clearly the prayers of at least one of those young men were not going to be answered.  God cannot answer them both because their prayers were contradictory.  But, didn’t Jesus Christ say in the Bible, “I will do whatever you ask in my name.”?   In fact, Jesus repeated this promise three times in different words in John 14, 15, and 16.   So today, let us study about prayer, what does it mean when Jesus says, “I will do whatever you ask in my name.”?   Is it like some kind of magic word what would give power to our prayers?  If this is what he says and if it is true, this is a wonderful, astounding claim. 

Now imagine two Christian athletes were playing on the opposite side in the Super bowl or in the World Series baseball game.   I remember when Korea was holding the world cup soccer game about 5 years ago, I saw some Christian players in each team prayed to God for their team’s victory, but at the end only one team got the victory.   

Moreover, when we look at the history, people prayed for their country to win in a time of war.  For example, during the Second World War, many German young people had to go war.   They had no choice but to go to war and some of them were Christians.  And they were ending up fighting with US or British solders which some of them were also Christians.  These Christians who were in the opposite side prayed to God for the victory in order to survive from a battle.  Yet, when the allies won the Second World War in 1945, many prayers from Germans were not answered.   

I read one illustration that there was a drought in central Canada several years ago, Christian farmers gathered at a church for prayer meeting.  Since there was no rain for two months, the crops were just drying out became like dusts so they prayed and prayed.  On the other hand, on that particular week the kids in the church were planning to visit national park on Saturday.  So they asked God for nice sunny weather like usual.  And guess what happened? The shower poured out during the whole weekend.   And their picnic was in ruin and their childlike prayers were not answered.   

So as I gave you some of these examples, in reality, there are many unanswered prayers as we go along.   Moreover, God must not listen to some of our prayers.  Since we are born self-centred, sometimes even our prayer life is enslaved with our-selfishness.  And since we are living in a secular world, our requests are often influenced by the world, so we ask God with wrong motifs, maybe from greed and even from lust or sometimes what we ask might hurt other people, because we are only praying for our behalf.  

If God answered the prayers of some of the German Christian soldiers to win their battles and if the Nazis were taken over the whole Europe, can you imagine how many more Jews could have been killed, 5 more million?    If God answered the children’ prayers yet refused the distressful farmers’ prayers, what could have happened to their families?  They might have gone bankrupted.

Nevertheless, our God is love, and his love is for everyone.  The Bible says in Romans 2:11, “For God does not show favouritism.”   And as the children of God, God not only loves us but also God loves other Christians as well; he does not show favouritism.  So when God refuses our prayers, it is many times, the prayer itself was only for my gain, only for my self, my dreams and desires, and if it harms others, God will not accept out prayers.      

Then as I mentioned earlier, someone might ask “but didn’t Jesus Christ say in the Bible whatever we asked in his name, he would do it.   If there are prayers that God does not answer, why did Jesus say in this way?”    

Well, we must understand the meaning “in his name.”  What does it mean when he says, “in my name?”   Does it mean we can ask God whatever we want like getting a Christmas present and like saying some magic word?  Definitely not, it means according to his name, in other words, we can ask in the nature of Christ, in the mind of Christ, and in the character of Christ.   When we use his name during our prayer, our request, does it fit? Is it suitable with the name of Christ?  Does it go along with the reputation of his name?   Moreover, when we pray, we must consider what Jesus would have wanted as his will in this or that particular situation.   Does my request have a unity with all that Christ stands for, his will and his character? 
So praying in Jesus’ name is absolutely different from the prayers of the people in the world asking their wishes and desires in front of the idols which often times they ask for wealth, success, health, and prosperity.  I remember visiting Buddhist temples like Bulkuk and Hein Temples in Korea.  People were praying in front of idols pouring their hearts and desires. They were very sinecure but they were sincerely wrong because not only they are praying in front of idols but also the requests are self motivated and self generated; they are praying only for the self fulfillment.    
Then how can we pray differently from the people who are praying in front of idols?  How can we ask in the name of Jesus Christ that fits according to the nature of Christ?  As the promises of the prayers are so great, how can we receive all the promises when we ask in his name?   How should we pray? 

First, when we ask in his name, it means we pray for the glory of God.    The Bible says in John 14:13, “I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the father.”   The father’s glory, if our intention and the purpose of the requests are more for the God’s glory, the prayer will have more power and will be more effective.  

Even when Jesus Christ taught the disciples how to pray in, Matthew 6:9, this is the first request he taught us to pray, “Our father in heaven, hallowed be your name,”   “Hollowed be your name!”    The New living translation translates, “May your name be honoured.” So how can we honour God’s name?  I can say one of the best ways to honour God’s name is to glorify God’s name. Have you ever glorified God’s name through your life and through your prayer as well?  Do I want to put his name high through my request?  Do I glorify God through my prayer?  One of the famous theologians, John Calvin said that the entire humankind was created for the glory of God and to enjoy him forever. Praying for God’s glory is the wonderful request, we can ask in the name of Jesus Christ.   

In John chapter 11, we know the story which Jesus raises Lazarus to life.    However, Jesus did not just pray to the father to bring back Lazarus’s life.   But Jesus had the clear intention in his mind which was to bring glory to the father and the glory of Jesus Christ himself.  John 11:4, “Jesus Said “This sickness will not end in death.  No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.”   Verse 40, “Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?”   Then Jesus asked God with thankfulness, Lazarus came back to life and many people believed that Christ was indeed the Son of God.  God was glorified through Jesus’ prayer.  And Jesus Christ was also glorified.
So when we pray, don’t just ask God what we want, rather pray with the result of God’s glory in mind.   If we truly want God’s glory whenever we ask, God will surely answer our prayers.   In Korea there are more half million, some say one million young people do not have jobs these days.  Maybe some of you are looking for jobs and maybe you have a daughter or son who is looking for something to do.  So, some of you are asking God, “please let me get a job this year.”   But getting a job then what?   What is the end result of that kind of prayer?  Even people in other religions in Korea pray for the same thing, just having a good job, having a good life, for the purpose of having a best life here and now.   Or we can change our perspectives on prayer and ask God in this way, “God I am a Christian, as I give my life to you, I want to lay down my life to Jesus Christ, who died for my sins, who saved my life. Let me glorify you through my work. Give me something to do so I can serve you, and glorify you. Let me make this world what you want it to be by serving you in the work place.”  If you truly ask God to use you for the glory of God, he will give you the ability and the wisdom to handle any difficult tasks in the world. He will make you.  He will put you.  He will use you. Do you have a son or daughter who does not have a job yet? Getting a job is not as important as knowing what to live for during his or her entire life.  Don’t just pray to God for getting a job.  Dedicate your son or daughter for God’s glory through prayer like Hannah in the Old Testament, “Now I give him to the Lord, use him for your glory.”    God is looking for Christian people who can go out there in to the world with the clear mission of proclaiming the glory of God through their lives letting people know God is alive and well through their lives.     So praying for God’s glory, that is the first step.

Secondly, when we ask in his name, it means we pray according to the Scriptural principles, according to the Biblical perspectives and in the Word of God.    Jesus says in John 15: 7, “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given to you.”   “If my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given to you.”   What does it mean?  It means not only we know the word of Christ intellectually as knowledge or some kind of information, but the word of God is residing in the centre of our hearts, so not only we believe without doubt but also we obey with delight letting the Word of God control our lives.   So at the end the word of Christ, the word of God becomes the way of life and the guidance, so as I live according to the Scriptures and as I pray according to the Scriptural principles, God will answer my prayers.  

For instance, the Bible clearly informs us that the believers should not peruse courtship or dating with unbelievers.   2 Corinthians 6:14 says, “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers.  For what do righteousness and wickedness have in common?  Or what fellowship can light have with darkness?”   Verse 16, “What agreement is there between the temple of God and idols?”  However, I saw Christians date non- Christians and expect to witness to them, which often called a “missionary dating.”  Do not ask God if it is His will for you to date and marry a non-Christian.   He has already told you it is not.   But some people still go after non-believers and wish some day he or she will become a Christian.  If you say you are a follower of Christ and then willingly disobey his Word, your verbal commitment is a lie.  If you saw a person with good qualities, yet he or she is not a Christian, pray to God for his or her salvation with out any selfish motives.   If the person is the one whom God wants you to marry, God will work things out in his ways for your behalf, you are to obey the Word of God and follow his directions.   I can assure you His will is always the best.

Until now, we must had many prayer requests but if some of the prayers were not answered, then check whether any of these requests are off the line from what the Bible teaches.   However if we pray as what Christ taught us, abided in his word, we will have successful prayer life with the power and authority, because we are praying according to the will of Christ, the will of God.    The Bible says in 1 John 5:14, “This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to his will, he hears us.  And if we know that he hears us- whatever we ask – we know that we have what we asked of him.”  What a wonderful promise.  

Thirdly, Jesus Christ said to his disciples in John 15:16, “You did not choose me, but I choose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit – fruit that will last.  Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.”    “Bearing fruit – fruit that will last.”   What does it mean to bear fruit as Jesus uses a metaphor like this?    In Galatians 5:22, Apostle Paul explains in detail, “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self control.  Against such things there is no law.”  These are the fruit of the Spirit which we will bear as we are growing in Jesus Christ.  And only through the power of the Holy Spirit, we will bear much fruit in our lives to be transformed to the likeness of Christ, the image of Christ.

You know, Salvation is only the beginning of eternal life. We also have to grow in grace bearing the fruit of the Spirit becoming more like Jesus Christ. The Bible says in Romans 8:27, “For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the first born among many brothers.”  In Galatians 4:19, Paul says, “My dear children, for whom I am again in the pains of Childbirth until Christ is formed in you.”  

Therefore when we ask God, if the request does not go opposite ways of bearing the fruit, but go along with having accord with what God want us to be, bearing much fruit, then the Father will give us whatever we ask in his name.  

Jesus Christ told us in the Lord’s Prayer that we have to ask for our daily bread.  And God is looking forward to giving us the things we really need and waiting for us to ask him, the money we need, our children’ university acceptance to go to best school, a fine job, a person to marry.     If all these prayers make us more humble, meek and faithful to God to do the good works such as loving others more, becoming like Jesus Christ more and more, bearing fruits in every way, so eventually loving God more, God will not withhold any good things from us.  

On the other hand, if the blessings and answers from God make us love only the gifts and blessings instead of the giver, our God, make us self-seeking, and make us look away from God to divert our attention elsewhere, and if God knows before hand his answers and his blessings will make us spoiled and corrupted, God will grieve.  

Then God has no choice, but not giving us what we ask for. Instead, he will train us and discipline us until we bear much more fruit so eventually we can handle his blessings.  Therefore, the important question is not, “Why God is not giving me what I asked for?”, but rather, “Can God trust me when He gives me what I asked for?”   If we are not mature enough, He will delay his answers until we bear much fruit in our lives.

So this is the promise of Christ we can always count on, “If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given to you.  This is to my father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.”  

Friends, God is waiting for us to ask.   So let’s ask God for His glory, according to His words and His will in order to bear much fruit in our lives.   And we will have the confidence that whenever we ask, he will hear us, and whatever we ask – we know that we will have what we asked of him. 

