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INTRODUCTION


Since the Shepherd, our Lord, provides all of the good things that we need, makes us lie down in green pastures, and leads us beside quiet waters, how can we need to be restored? If the Good Shepherd meets our physical, emotional, and spiritual needs, why is there any need for our souls to be restored? If our God lives within us and does all of these wonderful things for us to make our life all that He intends it for it to be, how can we need restoration? Evidently, the answer must be that we foolish human beings drift away from Him until His blessings are distorted into something less than they should be. This distortion leads the sheep to have no sense of loss or danger. Let us examine this situation.
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S=Satisfaction


S=Sleepiness


S=Spirituality
Filled with food and water.
Sleeping instead of eating.
Loss of vitality!
H=Healthiness


H=Heedlessness

H=Helplessness

Good food; clean water.

Take God for granted.
Need help to survive!

E=Encampment


E=Ease


E=Evangelism

Pastured in green fields.

Living a life of luxury.
Do not think of others!
E=Edification


E=Exaltation


E=Endurance

Built up by good shepherding.
Praising self above others.
Forget to be faithful!
P=Protection


P=Presumption

P=Pride

Shepherd’s protective hand.
Think we are important.
Forget to be humble!
CONCLUSION

When desired spiritual conditions are allowed to change into undesired spiritual conditions, the sheep of God’s pasture are not even aware of the loss in their lives. However, the resulting loss of spirituality and the lack of understanding of their own helplessness apart from God leave the sheep with no awareness of the urgency for evangelism. Neither are they aware that they need to endure to the end of their lives because they develop a false sense of pride in who and what they are. This condition leaves the sheep unprotected by the Good Shepherd and creates unnecessary danger. Illustration of King David and his prayer in Psalm 51: “Restore to me the joy of your salvation.”
If you are struggling with the loss or absence of these things and you feel a sense of danger, you need to call out to God today. You need to ask for forgiveness and for your soul to be restored. Do not risk your life or your liveliness for one more day!
