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INTRODUCTION

The Good Shepherd seeks to lead His sheep in the Paths of Righteousness. He seeks to do this for His Name’s sake (and for our good). However, He cannot lead until the sheep are willing to follow. For this to happen, the sheep must unlearn some bad habits in order to learn some new ones. Of course, God is talking about His sheep and their need to walk in the paths of righteousness.
I.
SHEEP ARE CREATURES OF HABIT.

1.
Sheep will follow the same path, eat in the same field, and drink from the same water source—even if it means their own destruction.

2.
Sheep are stubborn and self-willed, and will persist in pursuing the old habits—even if it means their own destruction or the destruction of the land.
3.
Sheep will only unlearn bad habits and learn new habits if the shepherd is patient but firm in his efforts to save/protect his sheep.

Sheep, being creatures of habit, will follow their old habits until the shepherd trains/disciplines them to learn new habits. If a sheep will not learn new habits—i.e., will not follow the shepherd, they will often die because of their stubborn behavior.
II.
PEOPLE, LIKE SHEEP, ARE CREATURES OF HABIT.

1. Like sheep, people prefer their old ways to the new ways of God—even though those old habits may lead them straight into trouble, even death (see Prov 14:12).

“There is a way that seems right to a man, but in the end it leads to death.”
2. Like sheep, people stubbornly persist in the pursuit of their own ways—ways that may lead to broken lives, broken hearts, broken homes, and broken personalities.

3. Like sheep, people will only unlearn such bad habits and develop new ones if the Good Shepherd is patient but firm in His efforts to change us.

People, like sheep, follow old habits that separate them (us) from God. We need the Good Shepherd to train/discipline us so that we can unlearn bad habits and learn new habits that result in righteous living.
III.
WE MUST CHANGE FROM SELF-CENTERED HABITS TO CHRIST-CENTERED ONES.

1. Instead of loving our old self-centered habits, we must learn to love the Good Shepherd and walk in the paths of righteousness.

2. Instead of exercising and asserting our will, we must learn what God demands of us and begin to walk in the ways of righteousness.

3. Instead of choosing to do what we want to do, we must choose to do what God wants us to do—i.e., walk in the paths of righteousness—for His Name’s sake.
God wants His sheep to walk in the paths of righteousness because, if we do, we bring honor to His Name. If we do not walk in the paths of righteousness, we will bring shame to His Name. The way we live will either honor or shame Him.
CONCLUSION


The Good Shepherd wants us, His sheep, to be aware of the importance of living a righteous life before the unbelievers of this world. We must deny ourselves and our selfish interests so that we can follow Jesus, walk in paths of righteousness as He did. What we do does indeed matter! By our actions, we either honor the Good Shepherd OR we dishonor Him. Which are you doing today? What will you do to insure that you are honoring Him?
