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INTRODUCTION


The Lord, our Shepherd, provides all good things that we need and makes us lie down in green pastures. He also leads us beside quiet, or still, waters. Water is the most important element in all of life. Approximately 75% of the earth’s surface is covered with water. Approximately 70% of the human body weight is water. We can survive only a few days without water. If the water level in our body drops just a small amount, we become thirsty and crave water. The same is true for the sheep. The shepherd knows there are three sources of water for the sheep. Let us examine these three sources and see what we can learn that will help us in our spiritual journey as the sheep in God’s pasture.
I.
DURING THE RAINY SEASON, THE SHEPHERD LEADS THE SHEEP INTO THE GREEN PASTURES BEFORE DAYBREAK.
1.
The shepherd knows the grass is full of quiet waters from the early morning dew.
2.
A sheep can go for months without drinking by eating grass covered with dew.
3
A sheep seldom is thirsty during good times and is not endangered by thirst.

Similarly, in the spiritual journey, God’s sheep need to drink of the morning dew by eating the tender grass each day. Just as we break fast and eat break-fast after getting up from a night’s sleep, even so we need to break our spiritual fast each day by eating and drinking from God’s Word. If we do not, we shall certainly hunger and thirst spiritually. If we eat and drink, we shall be filled and be satisfied in spirit.
II.
DURING THE DRY SEASON, THE SHEPHERD LEADS THE SHEEP INTO GREEN PASTURES WHERE THERE IS A SPRING OR STREAM NEARBY.

1. The shepherd knows the sheep need to be near running water during dry seasons.

2. A sheep needs to drink from quiet waters because of the danger of drowning.

3. A sheep is seldom aware of danger—the danger of wolves in sheep’s clothing.
During dry times spiritually, God’s sheep are in greater danger because of the need to drink from springs or streams that may be dangerous. Thus, during dry times, God’s sheep will see the need for additional Bible study and may join groups they know nothing about. Some Bible study groups may actually endanger our spiritual lives as we step into unsafe waters. Not every Bible study group is for Bible study!
III.
DURING TIMES OF DROUGHT, THE SHEPHERD LEADS THE SHEEP INTO GREEN PASTURES WHERE THERE IS A DEEP WELL NEARBY.
1. A shepherd knows there will be no safe water on the surface during a drought.
2. A sheep needs water more desperately during a drought and will drink anything.

3. A shepherd leads the sheep to a deep well and will draw quiet water out for them.

Even though the shepherd draws out water that is safe to drink, a sheep may rush to drink muddy water that is unfit to drink because of germs and other matter. Similarly, God’s sheep may rush to drink unsafe water rather than allow the shepherd to draw water from the deep well for them. They may follow this or that shepherd during a time of crisis, regardless of whether the shepherd is good or bad. They may be led off into cults and follow false messiahs in their desperation. Jehovah’s Witnesses offer to have Bible study in your homes. We invite unknown preachers into our homes by way of television, radio, or internet. Friends, keep your eyes on the Good Shepherd.
CONCLUSION


Do not settle for muddy water that muddies the soul. Do not allow anything or anyone to get you to take your eyes off the Good Shepherd. He is the only one that can satisfy your hunger and your thirst. Jesus says, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink” (John 7;37). Are you hungry or thirsty? Come to the Good Shepherd. 
