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INTRODUCTION

Young people face difficult times in our modern world. Many of them finish college, cannot find a good job, and face all kinds of uncertainties. Life is too challenging and too troublesome. There are too many obstacles in the way of success. They decide not to marry but to wait until better times. Life becomes an endless cycle that seemingly has no way out. Unfortunately, giving up and going home may be the only reasonable solution. John Mark experienced this feeling on the first missionary campaign with his cousin Barnabas and Paul. Let us see what some of the causes and effects might be when one gives up and goes where he or she wants to go.
I.
GIVING UP AND GOING WHERE I WANT TO GO

1.
Mark gives up.

(1) Maybe from false assumptions (about what ministry would be like).
(2) Maybe from fear (of Paul’s passionate approach toward enemies).

(3) Maybe from immaturity (leaving home before ready, he became homesick).
2.
Mark goes where he wants to go—home!

II.
GIVING UP AND GOING WHERE GOD WANTS ME TO GO
1. Paul gives up.

(1) He gives up everything to follow Jesus.
(2) He gives up his personal rights, desires, and ambitions to follow Jesus.

(3) He gives up on John Mark ever amounting to anything for Christ.

2.
Paul goes where God wants him to go—@ 10,000 kilometers on three campaigns.
III.
GIVING UP MAY NOT ALLOW YOU TO GO WHERE YOU WANT TO GO

1. Mark could not go on the second missionary campaign with Paul and Barnabas and missed out on all of the training and blessings that he might have received.

2. Paul could not go on the second missionary campaign with Barnabas and also missed out on seeing Mark grow into a valued minister (see 2 Timothy 4:11).
CONCLUSION

Difficult times often force us to make difficult decisions. When we make difficult decisions, we do not always make wise decisions. The effects of our decisions can have major impact upon our future choices. Both John Mark and Paul discovered that their choices were dramatically impacted in unexpected ways by past decisions. Every decision we make in life has consequences. Giving up and going home, or where we want to go, may exclude our going where God wants us to go. Let us go in God’s timing and where God wants us to go. In choosing to do things God’s way, we give ourselves future opportunities to go where God wants us to go. Illustration of a Donkey in a Well
