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INTRODUCTION


Psalm 23:6 has its setting in the valley of the shadow of death. As we walk through the valleys, we clearly recognize that we are surrounded by enemies. However, that is not all that we should realize. We should also be aware that we are surrounded by beautiful twins: goodness and mercy (love in the NIV). Today, I want to emphasize some beautiful ideas from this short statement.

I.
BEAUTIFUL TESTIMONY (“SURELY”)
1.
What he says is not an abstract concept for us to understand.
2.
What he says is something he has experienced.

There is certainty in the words of King David. He knows first-hand that goodness and mercy were with him every day, in spite of the deadly enemies that surrounded him in the valley of the shadows. His confidence should give us hope in the midst of struggle.

II.
BEAUTIFUL TWINS (“GOODNESS AND MERCY”)
1. Goodness will accompany us in the valley of shadows.

(1) This goodness comes to us from God.
Nahum 1:7 “The Lord is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him.”
(2) This goodness is to surround our actions and be extended to others (one of the nine fruit of the Spirit that all believers should have).

2. Mercy will accompany us in the valley of shadows.

(1) This mercy comes to us from God as He shows compassion and patience.

Micah 7:18 “Who is a God like you, who pardons sins and forgives the transgressions of the remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy.”

Psalm 136 “His mercy endures forever” is repeated 26 times.
(2) This mercy is to surround our actions and be extended to others.

It is beyond doubt that these beautiful twins will be with us in the valley of the shadows. David speaks from experience, not from philosophy. He learned to have hope in the valley because of these godly twins.

III.
BEAUTIFUL THOUGHT (“FOLLOW ME”)
1. The twins follow (run after, pursue) me wherever I go.
2. The twins should characterize our reputation in the valley.

God’s loving presence is with us at all times as we proceed through the valley. As we receive His goodness and mercy, we are to share them with others. How dare we call ourselves Christian if we do not show goodness and mercy to others!
IV.
BEAUTIFUL TIMING (“ALL THE DAYS OF MY LIFE”)

1. God’s beautiful twins will be with us everyday—all day long.

Lamentations 3:22-23 “Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.”
2. God’s beautiful twins will be with us for all eternity.

CONCLUSION


God blesses His people in numerous ways. He wants us to experience His love through His beautiful twins that He sends into our lives. Goodness and mercy are blessings to be shared with others. They bring a bright hope in the valley of the dark shadows. If you and I do not show goodness and mercy in our dealings with others along the way, they may go away feeling unloved and even give up on life. What a tragedy!
