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INTRODUCTION


In the first three chapters of Lamentations, we have seen the horrible consequences of disobedience to God. Jeremiah graphically described the pain and suffering of God’s rebellious people. Here in chapter four, he places the blame for these dire circumstances directly on the shoulders of the prophets and priests. Let us see what he says.
I.
THE CHARGES AGAINST THE PROPHETS AND PRIESTS

1.
Charges of Personal Misconduct—Sins and Iniquities (v. 13)
(1) Concerned Only about the Present Moment and the Next Meal (1:19)
(2) Ridiculed and Rejected the Prophecies of Jeremiah (3:14, 52-54, 62)

2.
Charges of Professional Misconduct—Blood of the Righteous (v. 14)
(1) False and Worthless Visions That Fail to Expose Sin (2:14)

(2) False and Misleading Oracles, Words from God, That Deceive People (2:14)

The prophets and priests had been guilty of personal and professional misconduct. They had failed as persons and as ministers to live up to God’s standards. They failed themselves, and they failed the people of God.
II.
THE CONSEQUENCES OF THEIR ACTIONS

1. Consequences in the Lives of the Prophets and Priests

(1) Personal Consequences: Cursed by God through the Word of Jeremiah (3:64-66). Hated and Treated As If Having Leprosy (vv. 14-15), Scattered by God Who No Longer Watches over Them or Shows Them Any Honor (v. 16)
(2) National Consequences: Spurned by God, Offerings Rejected, Killed in the Sanctuary (2:6-7, 20), God’s House Polluted by Pagans (1:10), No More Visions from God (2:7)
The prophets and priests brought the curse of God and of the people upon themselves because, as leaders, they betrayed the ones they served. They lost their position of honor because they failed to act in an honorable fashion.
2. Consequences in the Lives of the People

(1) Personal Consequences: People Becoming Heartless (4:3), Killed by Sword or by Famine (4:9), Compassionate Women Cooking and Eating Their Own Children (4:10)
(2) National Consequences: Overthrown without Anyone to Help (v. 12, 4:6, 17), Breakdown of Law and Order with People Being Stalked on the Streets (4:18), Kings and Princes Dishonored and Taken into Captivity (2:2, 4:20)
The people of God followed blind guides and fell into the pit of sinful rebellion, which led to captivity. They lost their loveliness and their loving nature. They lost everything when they lost sight of God and His demands upon their lives.
CONCLUSION

Because the prophets and priests were spiritually blind, they could not give vision or spiritual sight to the people of God. When the blind try to lead the blind, those that follow will most certainly fall into a pit from which it will be nearly impossible to escape (see Matthew 15:14). Blind prophets and priests will bear great blame for the fall of the people of God, as leaders are always held to a higher standard than are the followers (see James 3:1). We who lead must keep spiritually alert so that we will be able to point people in the way of righteousness and warn them of the dangers of disobedience. 

Illustration of a wise coach who knows to accept the blame when things go wrong
