THE UNFAILING LOVE AND COMPASSION OF GOD
Lamentations 3:20-23, 31-33, 38-42

Dr. Glenn A. Jent, Pastor

INTRODUCTION


In the first two chapters of Lamentations, we have observed the horrible consequences of continued disregard for and resulting disobedience to God. Jeremiah has given us more information that we actually want. He has graphically described the pain and suffering that his people, the people of God, were experiencing. Today, I want us to see that Jeremiah offers hope in the midst of this tragedy. He reminds us of the need for remembering three things. Let us consider these three things.
I.
REMEMBERING THE NEGATIVE: CONSEQUENCES OF SIN (vv. 1-20)

1.
Jeremiah was surrounded by bitterness and hardship (v. 5).

2. His prayers were shut out and unheard (v. 8).

3. He was the laughingstock of his people and mocked in songs (v. 14).

4. He was deprived of peace (v. 17).

5. He had forgotten what prosperity was (v. 17).

The consequences of sin are devastating. He had lost everything of value. He was left with a miserable life and existence—no peace, no prosperity. Only pain and suffering!

II.
REMEMBERING THE POSITIVE: HOPE IN GOD (vv. 21-23, 31-33)
1. God’s great, unfailing love keeps us from being consumed (vv. 21-22, 32).

2. His compassions never fail but are new every morning (vv. 22-23, 32).

3. His faithfulness is great in capacity and result (v. 23).

4. He will not cast off forever (v. 31).

5. He does not willingly bring affliction or grief to us (v. 33).

God never desires to do us harm. Rather, He desires to show us love and compassion. It is because of our own foolish choices that we force Him to respond to our sinful rebellion. Nevertheless, when we suffer affliction and grief because of our foolishness, yet we know that He is a loving God who desires to call us back to Himself.
III.
REMEMBERING THE OBVIOUS: CONFESSION OF SIN (vv. 38-42)

1. We should not complain when we are punished because of our sins (v. 39).

2. We should examine our ways and test them (v. 40).

3. We should return to the Lord (v. 40).
4. We should lift up our hearts and hands to God in Heaven (v. 41).

5. We should confess our sinful rebellion against God (v. 42).

We need to learn the lessons from God’s chosen people, the Israelites. We must learn that God’s calling has responsibilities that dare not be ignored. We must remember to love, honor, and obey God. When we fail, we must be quick to confess and return to the Lord.

CONCLUSION


If we are to avoid the pain and struggles that the Israelites experienced, that Jeremiah experienced, we must remember the negative consequences of sin. We must remember the positive hope found in continued faithfulness to God. Then, when we forget God and are disobedient to Him, we must be quick to confess our sins in order to avoid the disastrous results that otherwise might occur. Will you promise God that you will remember? Will you?

Illustration: Young woman born blind and her promise to her boyfriend that she would marry him if she could receive her sight and actually see the world
