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When we look at our life, our life is filled with relationships.  And through relationships, we start to know who we are.  When we were born, we were called by our parents, “You are my son,” or “my daughter.” So we think of ourselves as sons and daughters.  In our circle of friends, if someone calls us, “you are my best friend,” we will perceive ourselves as “one’s best friend.”  So through these relationships, we start to have our self-concept and self worth.  When we grow up, and by the time we have a spouse, we call each other, “husband,” or “wife.” And we give important meaning to all these of relationships, because those relationships often make who we are. 

Therefore, the relationships we have with others are very important in our life. Because through whom we meet, through whom we encounter, our life will be enriched and meaningful by the love and care we receive. Or on the other hand by some relationships, our life will be filled with pain and scars.     

Well-known Christian thinker of modern times, Josh Macdowell had the father who always beat mother whenever he got drunk.  So Josh had such a gloomy child life and the years of adolescent.  Every time, he was coming home from school, he did not want go home, because when he thought about his home or family, it made him so sad.  At the end, when the father did not stop beating his mother, Josh decided to commit suicide for he wanted his father to stop abuse his mother.  But he could not do anything, since he was too young.  
Because of the father, of whom Josh McDowell could not choose, because of the relationship, which was already destined to be his father for the last of his life, Josh McDowell’s life would have been shattered permanently.   However, when he met Jesus Christ at the age of 18, his life had a new beginning.  Jesus Christ changed his life.  And one day he said to his father, “Dad, six months ago I hated you, I despised you.  But now, I have put my trust in Jesus Christ, received God’s forgiveness, and He has changed my life.  I can’t explain it all, Dad.  But God has taken my hatred for you and replaced it with love.”   And his father also received Christ right after Jesus Christ changed Josh’s life.  Now, because of the relationship with Jesus Christ, Josh became the theologian who defends Christian faith in order to let people know Jesus is the only redeemer and the saviour of the world.

So through relationships, sometimes our life changes dramatically. Sometimes we find the purpose for living, and sometimes we find the directions and perspectives of how we have to live our lives.   

In Japan, until the 20-century, although there were many missionaries had gone to Japan to evangelize, Japanese were living in spiritual darkness.  Only about 1 % of the whole population was considered as Christians.  In fact, 90% of Japanese population believed the traditional Japanese religion called, “Shinto,” which they worshiped all kinds of idols like mountains, rocks, trees and even people.  Nonetheless, 7 Japanese young people met the teacher called, “우찌 무라 간조” at such a young age.   우찌 무라 간조 did nothing other than studying the Bible with them, and taught them the Bible in order to make them disciples of Jesus Christ.  Every time he received persecutions and criticisms, he always held on to the teaching of Jesus in Matthew 28:18, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 
Finally, his absolute obedience paid back several decades later.   All of his students became true Disciples of Christ as they grew up, and they were scattered in Taiwan, Korea and all over the world to make disciple men and women of Christ.  And some of these students stayed in Japan to make Japanese discipleships with the passion for Christ.  As the disciples beget more disciples, among these disciples were about 540 university professors.  And all these Christians were quietly working in their field to make more disciple of Christ.  Through them, the gospel of Christ was preached; many of the lives have found the purpose for living.  And now, a recent US research shows that there are more than 7 million Christian believers are in Japan that is about 6 % of whole Japanese population.  And 7 % of Japanese young people are now considered as Christians.

So through whom we meet, our life might have a new beginning.   Through whom we have a relationship, we might have an unlimited potential.   And among all these relationships, the most precious relationship, the most meaningful relationship, the most valuable relationship we can ever have is with Jesus Christ who came to this world to save us.   To receive the forgiveness of sins and the life of everlasting, Jesus calls us to receive him as the redeemer and start to have a relationship, not just knowing about him with our minds intellectually, but knowing him personally as the person who died for my sins.        
Do you know him personally?  Do you have a personal relationship?  Are you sure Jesus Christ died not for anybody else but for you?  Jesus says in John 17:3, “Now this is eternal life: that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have sent.”

And also Jesus calls us to follow him as the master and the Lord.   As we grow up and start to see things of the world and we are awakened to the realities of life, we often wonder for the meaning of life?   Where am I going?  Why am I alive?  Where do I have to invest my life?  What do I have to live for? Is it success, money, fame, power or happiness? In edition, People in Korea are passionate people but we don’t know where we have to spend our energy, “I want to find the meaning in life but there is no one to give and explain.”  Inside of us, we desperately look for the role model who can give us direction, hope, dream, vision, meaning and purpose.  

Furthermore, we will do whatever we can do to fill up the emptiness in our hearts through things what the world offers to satisfy and fulfill the deepest longing for a relationship, which only God can offer.  So what do people do?  They always try to connect with something, sell phones, music, movie, computer, sports, internet, TV, and mp-3 player, trying to get away from the loneliness.  We can never stay alone and do nothing, because inside, we are all empty. 
Today our young people are asking for direction and perspective.  They are looking for models to follow, and principles or purpose to live for.  They are like rows of beautiful automobiles, perfect in every detail but with no gasoline in the tanks.   The exteriors are fine, but there is nothing inside to give them power, so although they are busy doing so many things, inside, they are rusting with boredom.  Why are they empty? Why are we so empty?  Because our creator God made us for himself; and we will never find completeness and fullness apart from having fellowship with him through the personal relationship with Jesus Christ.   

Apart from the fellowship with Christ, none of these created things will give you the ultimate meaning of life.  Moreover none of these man made things will give you the life-long responsibilities, which only comes from a clear purpose and perspective on one’s life.  


Friends, there will be a big difference between a person who has a clear purpose for life and the one without.  The person with the vision for one’s life, he or she also knows its responsibilities, so he or she will continually push oneself for the highest goal with one’s best.  When we give our best to the goal moment by moment, then there will be progress, going forward.  And there will be a change with a clear purpose in mind.  On the other hand, a person without purpose in life, the one will do this, do that, always going after the things what the world offers on this or that particular time of life. 


I read one testimony, which was written by a middle aged Korean lady, and she described her efforts to find the meaning in life as she went along with her life.  She said, “I spent my youth with dreaming fantasies of my future; in 20’s I spent all my time finding the prince who would be riding on a white horse, who could rescue and protect me; After the marriage, buying a house was taking all the spaces of my heart.  Having a house was a wonderful dream.  But then again, I still had many things to do; buying house wasn’t enough, so I spent all my energy to buy beautiful furniture, prestige dishes, and colourful curtains.  Then I spent all my money for the best education on my children.  So my 30’s were even busier.    When I turned 40’s, as I had a more free time, my mind was taken away by the fame and the glory in the riches of the world.   So I tried and tried to grab the things like reputation, fame, wealth and riches.   As I look back my life, I tried every thing to fulfill my desires and longings.   It seemed like I was drinking all the pleasures of the world, but still the thirst did not go away.  And even I am with my husband and my kids, and with all the things that I owned. All these things could not satisfy my longings.” 
Just like her, look at the people in the world, as time goes on their goal and desire changes, and many of them do whatever they can do to fulfill their desires, which includes better financial security, bigger house, and better job and on and on.  Anything that seems can fulfill their particular goal in a particular time of life; they go for it.  And at the end, he or she will waste one’s entire life. God’s given precious life was taken away by giving in to the world, chasing after the world, rather then dying to the world.   

So this is my hope that may today’s Word of God challenge you to find the true purpose for life, meaning in life, true goal in life.  And Apostle Paul says, “I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, weather by life or death.”  When we read this confession of Paul, he had the clear purpose for his life, “Christ will be exalted in my body, weather by life or death.”   It is as if Paul were saying, “Nothing would stop me from putting Jesus Christ up through my life,” “Jesus Christ is my life; He is the reason for living who I have to live for and die for.

Paul knew what to live for.  He did not live a life for self-fulfillment, self-satisfaction, self-pleasure, or self-serving personal goals.  Paul knew that as far as God is concerned, there is no reason for you and me to live, except living for Christ. Once you become a Christian, there is no other way, but we must live a life of what God want us to live. Friends our goal has already been decided when we received Jesus Christ as our saviour and Lord.   From that moment on, our life had a new beginning; our goal is Jesus Christ himself.  We do not have any personal goal for ourselves at all, but we all start with Christ and end our life with Christ.  

Christians are not ought to live for earning our salvations with our good deeds like other world religions.  The salvation is the gift from God. We will be saved by faith alone and by grace alone.   Ephesians 2:8 says, “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith – and this not from your selves, it is the gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.”  

But living a Christian life is a process; we all have to go through sooner or later with determination of our will.   Am I willing to follow Christ or reject him and follow my own ways?  When we choose to follow Christ, there will be a clear purpose for living with its responsibilities, because of the relationship.   Jesus Christ himself will be your role model.  You friends must have heard the saying, “WWJD?”  “What would Jesus do?  For disciples, there is only one relationship that matters, and that is your personal relationship to your personal redeemer and Lord, Jesus Christ.   If you maintain this relationship at all cost letting everything else go, God will fulfill his purpose through your life.   And this life may have priceless value to God’s kingdom.   

However, some people can wonder, “If I choose to follow Christ, what would others think of me, my friends and even my family, my parents?”    I heard the story from a pastor that one father in his church does not talk to his daughter any more when his daughter decided to go to Bible collage to become a missionary.   So we worry.  “From now on, I want to live for Christ, follow Christ and love him with all my heart, but will my family understand?”  Do you think Jesus does not know the price we have to pay for following him?   When we think seriously about what will cost others if we obey the call of Jesus, we are telling God he does not know what our obedience mean.  The truth is he knows it all.  

Moreover, we look at our selves and sometimes we wonder “I am a sinner with many faults and weakness, how am I going to be used by God?”  Don’t worry.  The weaker we are the better Christ can works through us.    Look at all the history of the world.  Christians who changed the world and became the blessings were just like us, very ordinary people from the world’s point of view but those who have been steadfastly true to Jesus Christ.   Although we are so weak and so powerless from the world’s point of view, but we have the great God who can do all things through us, if we are only letting him do so. 
 So let me ask you, will you give your life to God, even in spite of your weakness?   As the vessel is in the hands of the potter, God will make you, equip you and train you to handle God’s sized tasks to do the great things.  God can do anything through you.  To be a follower of Christ, we must be moldable as vessels and remain in the master’s hand; apart from Christ we can do nothing.  When we pray, we always ask God what we want, but have we ever asked God what he wants in our lives?  Have you ever asked God what does he want to do with your life? 

Through out the centuries, many countless Christians surrendered their life to Christ to love God, worship God, and love others by Christian love, serving them, leading them to Christ, proclaiming the gospel and teaching others what Jesus Christ taught them.  Many were mocked, humiliated, hated, persecuted, put to prison, beaten, and put to death.  Why did they do that? 

I remember looking at the pictures of 30 missing missionaries who got disappeared in Colombia, when I was attending seminary. Most of them were held as hostage by the Colombian drug lords who were asking for a huge amount of ransom.  And many of them did not come back but they were killed.  But people are still being sent to these dangerous places risking their very lives.   Is it worth it? Was it worth it? 

Then let me ask you this question, when many western missionaries came to Korea two hundred years ago and one hundred years ago to evangelize Korea, to bring the good news to the poor, to bring healing to the broken hearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives. They were often times, mistreated, humiliated, mocked. Many of them could not see their family again but lost their lives in this remote country.   But because of them our great, great grand mothers and fathers received Jesus Christ and finally the gospel of Jesus Christ was handed downed to us, and because of that we got saved. Was it worth it to save our forefathers?  Was it worth it to save you life and mine? 

Was God saving your life worth it?   Was Jesus Christ dying on the cross to save you and me worth it?  Our life cost God the life of his son, Jesus.  Our life is so precious because God did not count his Son too dear a price for our life.”  So let me ask you? What have you done with your life? 

 
You know, If you are a Christian, but still do not have God’s given purpose and do not know its responsibilities, but still living a life of compromising with the world looking for thrills in life, only pleasures in life, today’s Scripture confirms the way and the truth which we all as Christians ought to live for and to die for, “I eagerly expect and hope that I will in no way be ashamed but will have sufficient courage so that now as always Christ will be exalted in my body, whether by life or by death.”  I hope this confession becomes your confession so that through you, many can be found in Jesus Christ and find the purpose for life in Jesus Christ.
          
