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INTRODUCTION


The nation of Israel has been destroyed piece by piece. The people are suffering, including those that have been faithful to God. Jeremiah offers a lament to God because of the pain and suffering. Jeremiah weeps over what he sees and is experiencing. God is weeping, too; but He has wept oftentimes before as His chosen people had repeatedly turned away from Him. Now, judgment has come! Let us examine this painful lament.
I.
THE PITIFUL CONDITION

1.
External Pain
(1) No one to help (v. 7)
(2) No one to comfort (vv. 2, 9, 16, 17, 21)
(3) No one to restore the spirit (v. 16)
2.
Internal Pain
(1) Loss of beauty and strength and left desperately alone (vv. 6, 8, 13, 14, 16)

(2) Bitter suffering and grief (vv. 2, 4, 12, 18)
(3) Tormented and disturbed within by a sense of guilt and coming death (v. 20)
The pain they were experiencing was unbearable. Many would not survive this time of tragic judgment. Those that did survive would endure desperate circumstances—either as slaves or as paupers under foreign control.
II.
THE PLENTIFUL CAUSE

1. Public Sin

(1) Political Interdependence (v. 19; cf. 5:6)
(2) Religious Indifference (v. 4)

(3) Social Inversion (vv. 5-6, 15; cf. 4:5; cf. 5:8)
2.
Personal Sin


(1) Rebellion against a Righteous God (vv. 18, 20)

(2) Failure to Consider the Future (v. 9)


(3) Acknowledgment of All My Sins (v. 22)

Public sin led to institutional failure and national humiliation. Failure on a national level was caused by failure of leaders (and then the followers) and led to more failure on a personal level. Sin is social and has devastating effects upon those around us.

III.
THE POWERFUL CORRECTION

1. What the Lord Has Done

(1) Brought Grief and Suffering Because of Many Sins (vv. 5, 12, 13)

(2) Sapped the Strength of the Oppressed (v. 14)
(3) Decreed That Neighbors Become Enemies (v. 17)

2.
What the Lord Will Do


(1) Will Continue to Be Righteous and Just (v. 18)


(2) Has Announced a Day of Reckoning (v. 21)


(3) Will Hear the Prayers of the Righteous to Bring the Day of Judgment (v. 21)

Jeremiah still expects the Lord to come to the aid of His people. In the midst of his pain and suffering, he continues to believe that the Lord will hear and help. He fully expects the Lord to come and bring righteous judgment for those who are faithful and against those who are afflicting them.
CONCLUSION


What do you do when it seems that no one cares that you are suffering? What do you do when you are oppressed by others? Do you complain or curse God? Or do you examine yourself, confess your sins, and then wait for Him to act?
