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INTRODUCTION


One of Jesus’ most famous statements is The Great Commission, the words of which appear in our text today. In verse eighteen, Jesus reminds us that He has great authority: Its source is God, its sphere of influence is both Heaven and earth, and it is shared with His disciples—you and me. Let us examine this Great Commission and see if we are carrying it out as our great mission in life, or whether it is our great omission.

I.
THE GREAT COMMISSION

1.
The Power from Christ—Both for Authority and for Courage
2.
The Proclamation of Christ—Both unto Salvation and unto Edification

3.
The Presence of Christ—Both in the Present and in the Future

The early history of the Church (in Acts and into the first few centuries) reflects the efforts to carry out this Great Commission throughout the known world. The Church met with varying degrees of success from A.D. 30 to around 500.
II.
THE GREAT OMISSION

1. The Dark Ages—from around 500-1500
The Church forgot what to teach and had little reason to go.
2. The Bright Ages—from around 1500-2000
First, there was the Reformation (1500-1600): The Church fought about what to teach and had little energy to go. When some did go, it was to beat others there.
Then, there was the Enlightenment (1600-1800): The Church thought about what to teach but forgot to go.

Finally, there was the Scientific Age (1800-2000): The Church doubted what was taught and forgot why to go. Man was seen by the world as getting better and better (as per evolutionary teaching) and was not to be identified as a sinner. Yet, some did go.
3. The Post-modern Age—The Present Time
The Church struggles to maintain its distinct message in an age of relativism and has forgotten how to train those who want to go in spite of pluralistic claims. Frankly, we have forgotten the importance of training our missionaries to proclaim the Gospel at home before going to a foreign country to proclaim it.
III.
THE GREAT MISSION

1. Discipling Our Jerusalem—Both Near Our Home and throughout Seoul

2. Discipling Our Judea and Samaria—Both South Korea and North Korea

3. Discipling Our Ends of the Earth—Both Nearby and Far Away
The call to mission in The Great Commission leaves out NO believer. Each one of us is commissioned to go with the message of salvation in Jesus Christ. We are to be on mission near our homes and far away. 

CONCLUSION
All of us can be on mission here at home. Many of us can go on mission trips for short periods of time. God still calls some to go on mission to other parts of our homeland, to other parts of the world. Such calling is seldom for a short time but usually for a life time. The question for all of us to consider today is this: To which part of the world has God commissioned you (and me) to be on mission? Will we accept our call and go on mission? God forbid that we make His Great Commission our great omission!

People are always thinking of excuses. What is your excuse? Illustration: Those God Has Used Before
