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INTRODUCTION


Did you ever know someone that had amnesia? Sometimes, in the severest cases, the person cannot remember his or her own name, home address, telephone number, and so on. Such persons lose their personal identity, their sense of who they are. Unfortunately, many folk in our modern world suffer from a similar problem: They struggle with their sense of identity. Sometimes, Christians also struggle with who and what they are.
I.
HAGAR LOST HER SENSE OF IDENTITY—HER STATUS!

1.
Hagar had lost her status in the family.

2.
Hagar had lost her status among her friends.

3.
Hagar had lost her status in society.

Any one of these three circumstances might cause a person to lose a sense of identity. Facing all three was enough to make her lose sight of who she was and what her value was. She ran away from Sarah and Abraham in her misery and pain. When God came to her, she was lost and confused. This kind of problem can happen to anyone if the right circumstances confront us.
II.
HAGAR REGAINED HER SENSE OF IDENTITY!

1. She needed a time alone because she had been doing what everyone told her to do.

(1) She was trying to be Sarah for Abraham.

(2) She was trying to be the mother of Abraham’s child for Sarah.

(3) She needed to reconsider who she was and what she was doing.

2. She cried out to God for help (because of her misery and pain).

3. She received affirmation of her identity and her value before God.

Anyone who has an identity problem needs to confront the issue in the presence of God. Family and friends may actually distract and hinder us. God, on the other hand, can help us if we come to Him. It requires total dependence upon Him, not ourselves.

III.
HAGAR REGAINED THE BLESSING OF GOD.

1. She was blessed by God who heard her cry.

2. She was blessed by God who spared her family.

3. She was blessed by God who never forsakes those who trust in Him.

Anyone who suffers from such a condition can find relief in God. God can do what no one else can do. God loves us and cares about our life circumstances. Furthermore, God desires to bless us in our times of need. Will we, like Hagar, cry out to Him?
CONCLUSION

God knows who we are. When we lose our sense of who we are, we can always cry out to God. He will hear us! Hagar did, and God heard her. Moses did, and God heard him. Hannah, mother of Samuel, did; and God heard her. Jonah did, and God heard him. God is faithful and just. He will hear our cry for help, just as He heard the cries of these people. Are you suffering from a loss of identity, from a loss of your purpose in life? Are you suffering from spiritual amnesia? Cry out to God! He will confirm who you are and what your purpose in life is. Cry out today! 
Illustration: My experience playing shortstop and going into the outfield
