CAN THE WORLD SEE THAT YOU HAVE BEEN WITH JESUS?
Acts 4:1-13

Dr. Glenn A. Jent, Pastor

INTRODUCTION


Can the world see that you have been with Jesus? There is great significance in that question! What evidence could you offer to prove that you have been with Jesus? Would there be enough to convict you in a court of law? Let us examine the evidences that were apparent in Peter and the others with him.

I.
THEY WERE EXCITED EVANGELISTS (vv. 1-4). 

1.
They wanted to talk about Jesus—“teaching . . . and proclaiming” (v. 2).

2.
They offended many when they spoke to the people about Jesus (v. 1).

3.
They led many people to saving faith in Jesus Christ—church growth (v. 4).

The people could see that Peter and the others had been with Jesus because of their desire to tell others about Him. They could see that what he said about Jesus had power to save those who heard. That is what Christ’s enemies said in verse 13. How about you? How about me? Can people see that we have been with Jesus?
II.
THEY WERE EMPOWERED EMISSARIES (vv. 5-11).

1. They were called to testify before the same ones who had Jesus killed (vv. 5-7).

2. They were filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke boldly (vv. 8-10).
3. They accused these powerful enemies of rejecting and killing Jesus, but that God had raised Him from the dead (vv. 10-11).

Again, these people could see that Peter and the others had been with Jesus because they had such boldness and power to speak out. The Holy Spirit empowered their witness, and they spoke regardless of the danger to themselves. It was not a politically correct speech that spoke kindly to them about their sinful rebellion. God expects His people to speak courageously! Can people see that you have been with Jesus?

III.
THEY WERE EMPHATIC EXCLUSIVISTS (v. 12).

1. They were sure that Jesus is the only way of salvation.

2. They were sure that Jesus is the only name whereby man can be saved.

3. They were sure that Jesus is the only one by which we MUST be saved.

Peter and the others were confident that Jesus offers the only way of life. They proclaimed this truth boldly, and the hearers were astonished by their words. They realized these men had been with the risen Lord. Can people see that you have been with the risen Lord? Can they see your confident assurance that Jesus is the ONLY way? Do you speak boldly of your love for Him, your faith in Him, your life in Him?

CONCLUSION


We have seen the evidence that Peter and the others with him had been with Jesus. People could see that it was true. How about you? How about me? Can people tell that we have been with Jesus? What evidence can we offer? Would there be sufficient evidence to convict us in a court of law? Or would people laugh at us and mock us for having a faith that is unfounded? Let us pray for the Holy Spirit to empower us, to make us bold and confident in sharing the Good News of salvation available in Jesus Christ alone.


A young man fell ill from something that caused great pain. Finally, he went to the doctor, who ran some tests and discovered that he had a rare disease that was fatal. The doctor told him he knew of one old-fashioned medicine that could heal him. The doctor gave it to him without charge and told him he only needed to take that one pill. The man went home and thought to himself: If it is such a valuable medicine, why is it free? He decided the doctor was simply trying to give him hope and chose to take some medicine he already had at home. It made him feel less pain, and he thought it would save his life. He took that pain killer everyday until he died three months later. He died without ever using the only cure! Foolish? Yes! But man does that every day by not trusting in Jesus, the ONLY way of life!
