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INTRODUCTION


Pilate Has judged Jesus, had Him beaten, and then presents Him to the crowd with the words: “Behold the man!” Can you imagine what went through people’s minds at that moment? Here stands the man that healed the sick, healed the lame, gave sight to the blind, opened deaf ears, raised the dead. He is a man of love and compassion, and the common folk responded with love and acceptance. Just a few days earlier these folk had rallied around Him as He entered Jerusalem. Now, however, He stands before the crowd, the mob, stirred by the priests. Let us examine what the people might have been thinking as they beheld Him.

I.
SOME SAW AN EVIL MAN.
1.
To some, He was a despised man.
Isaiah 53:3—“He was despised.” Here stands the best of all men, the best that flesh could ever be, the best God could do. What did we do? We despised Him!
2.
To some, He was a rejected man.
Isaiah 53:3—“He was rejected.” John 18:40—“Not this man, but Barabbas!” 

The thief makes us feel better about ourselves, feel righteous, feel important and successful. But Jesus makes us see that we are worthless, defeated sinners.

3. To some, He was a mocked man.
Because they despised and rejected Him, they mocked him, laughed at Him, spat on Him, slapped Him—all to add to His suffering.

Indeed, some beheld Jesus that day and thought He was an evil man. They wanted Him to suffer, bleed, and die. What they did not know was that He was willingly going to do so for them. Sinful man, sinful woman, “Behold the man!”
II.
SOME SAW A GOOD MAN.
1. To some, He was an innocent man, as with Pilate: “I find no fault in this man.”
Years later, the writer of Hebrews would say that He was “tempted in every way, just as we are—yet was without sin” (Heb 4:15). He was not only innocent, but also He was sinless. Behold perfection!

2. To some, He was a righteous man, as the centurion later said of Him at the cross.
Luke 23:47—“Surely this was a righteous man.”

He could see that Jesus was no ordinary man. He recognized that this man was special, that even the heavens responded to His death on the cross. Others around the cross laughed and mocked Him as He was dying for them.

3. To some, He was a beloved man, as with His family, friends, and followers.

Even in the His death agony, He provided for His precious mother by asking John the Beloved Apostle to take care of her (see John 19:25-27).
Sinful man, sinful woman, Jesus was innocent, righteous, and beloved. He endured the suffering and shame because of your sins and mine. Yes, “Behold the man!”
III.
SOME SAW MORE THAN A MAN.

1. Some saw the risen man, one who came back from the dead on Easter Sunday.

2. Some saw the coming man, one who will come again at the end of time.
3. Some saw the reigning man, one who will come again to establish His Kingdom.

God’s people are indeed fortunate because they see the truth about this man. He is more than a man! Sinful man, sinful woman, “Behold the man!”
CONCLUSION


Beloved Friends, how do you see Jesus—as man OR more than a man? He lived for you! He died for you! He lives now for you. He is coming again for you! Will you be ready? Will you willingly make Him Lord of your life now? OR will you do so by necessity then?
