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INTRODUCTION: 
The dramatic monolog is partly factual and partly fictional. The events relating to Pilate’s examination of Jesus and his dispute with the priest and the crowd are Biblical, although the precise order is not known since the material comes from all four Gospels. The poetical material at the beginning and the end is fictional and comes from a poem entitled “Pilate Remembers,” from a longer work, “Pontius Pilate,” written by Thomas Durley Landels. It is also uncertain what Pilate’s true feelings toward Jesus really were—either before, during, or after these momentous days. Remember, Pilate was procurator, or Roman governor, over the Jerusalem area from A.D. 26-36. Jesus was crucified around 29 or 30. The setting of the monolog occurs sometime before 41, when a young man asks him if he remembers a certain Jew he had condemned to death.

I.
THE POEM
II.
JESUS BEFORE PILATE
1. The Jewish Priests and Their Charges

2. The Response of Jesus

3. The Response of Pilate (and Jesus Sent to Herod)

III.

PILATE’S EFFORTS TO RELEASE JESUS
1. 
The Reaction of the Jewish Leaders and the Crowd

2.   The Decision to Whip Jesus


3.   The Warning from Pilate’s Wife (Claudia Procula)

IV.
PILATE’S COWARDLY DECISION
1. Attempts to Release Jesus Rejected by the Crowd

2. Pilate’s Reaction: Washes Hands in Protest

3. Pilate and the Rumors of Resurrection

V.
THE POEM

CONCLUSION: Concluding Comments and a Challenge

Trying to avoid guilt left Pilate feeling guilty!

Trying to drink away the memory was unsuccessful!

Trying to forget by pursuing sensual pleasures failed!

Pilate could not escape his responsibility toward Jesus.

Ultimately, Pilate committed suicide in the year 41.

Everyone must face Jesus and decide to accept or reject Him.

What will you do with Him?

