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INTRODUCTION


There are three “Suffering Servant” passages in Isaiah. In the first, Isaiah records the words of God in describing the coming of Messiah. God gives a brief description of Messiah, what Messiah will do, and what His ministry will involve. In the second (Isaiah 49:1-7), Isaiah says Israel was the original servant, lost its status because of rebellion against God, and was replaced by one formed in the womb to bring light and salvation (both to believing Jews and Gentiles). The third (Isaiah 52-53) describes the horrible suffering of the servant, a passage that obviously describes what happened to Jesus Christ. These three descriptions give us a prophetic view of Messiah some 750 years before the birth of Jesus the Christ (another name meaning Messiah). Let us consider the role of Messiah as suffering servant.
I.
MESSIAH IN THE FIRST SERVANT PASSAGE (42:1-9)
1.
Messiah will be the chosen servant of God, with whom He will be delighted (v. 1).

2.
Messiah will bring justice to the world and be a light to the Gentiles (vv. 1-4, 6).

3.
Messiah will open blinded eyes, free captives from prison, and release those held in dungeons of darkness (v. 6).

Jesus fulfilled these prophecies. He heard the Father say He was delighted with Him at His baptism and at His transfiguration. He has brought light to the Gentiles, something that Israel was to do but did not. He opened the eyes of the physically and spiritually blind, He freed souls captured by Satan, and He brought them out of the dungeons of darkness. Jesus fulfilled these first “Suffering Servant” prophecies.

II.
MESSIAH IN THE SECOND SERVANT PASSAGE (49:1-7)

1. Messiah, or deliverer, was originally the role of Israel; but Israel failed to be a light to the Gentiles and refused to show them the way to Jehovah God (vv. 3-4).
2. Messiah was formed in the womb to be the servant of God (vv. 1, 5).

3. Messiah was commissioned to be the Redeemer of the remnant of Israel and a light to the Gentiles (vv. 5-7).
Jesus fulfilled these prophecies. He was formed in the womb of the Virgin Mary, was sent to call out the believing remnant of Israel, and was to be a light to the Gentiles—i.e., to bring salvation to all mankind. Jesus became the Redeemer, our Redeemer! Jesus fulfilled the prophecies contained in the second “Suffering Servant” passage.

III.
MESSIAH IN THE THIRD SERVANT PASSAGE (52:13-53:12)

1. Messiah will be so disfigured in death that many will be appalled (52:14).

2. Messiah will be despised and rejected by men (53:3).
3. Messiah will take up our infirmities, carry our sorrows, and be pierced for our transgressions (53:4-8).

Jesus fulfilled these prophecies. He was despised by the religious leaders and rejected by nearly everyone on the day He was tried and then crucified. He suffered agony and disfigurement on the cross. He did this, not for His own sin, but for yours and mine. He died so that we might have forgiveness of sins. Yes, Jesus fulfilled the prophecies of this third “Suffering Servant” passage.

CONCLUSION


It is noteworthy that the Messiah is identified as the Lord in these passages. Each time the word LORD (YHWH in the Hebrew) is used in these passages, it fits the description of Jesus. Jesus was called “Lord Jesus Christ” by His followers. Jesus was His name. Christ was Messiah (His mission), and Lord was His title. He is Lord, and every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that reality in the last days! Jesus is Messiah! Jesus is Lord! Is He your Lord? Is He your Savior? Have you received the Light of Christ? Why not do so today!
