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INTRODUCTION


Do you know what God expects of you today? Tomorrow? Every day? Paul is very explicit about what Christians should do in their everyday life. He leaves very little to chance or uncertainty. He wants us to know what God expects so that we can live according to God’s plan for our life. Let us examine five things he tells us to do here in Romans.

I.
UNDERSTAND THE PRESENT TIME.

1.
What do we need to understand? The present time signifies the time between Jesus’ first and second coming, sometimes referred to as “the church age.”
2.
Why? God expects us to prepare ourselves and others for Christ’s second coming.
II.
WAKE UP!

1. How? Stop drifting along with the world, and come alive spiritually.

2. Why? Salvation is nearer now than when we first believed (redemption/ justification), signifying its future completion in Heaven (glorification).

III.
PUT ASIDE DEEDS OF DARKNESS.

1. What deeds? Three word pairs: Orgies and drunkenness, sexual immorality and debauchery, and dissension and jealousy (v. 13).

2. Why? Night is nearly over (the present time is about to end).

IV.
PUT ON THE ARMOR OF LIGHT.

1. What armor? Armor of light that shines in, penetrates, and dispels the darkness.
2. Why? Day is almost here (when Jesus will come again and establish His eternal Kingdom).

V.
BEHAVE DECENTLY!
1.
How? As if you are already in the daylight (of His glorious presence).
2.
Why? People all around you are watching you.

CONCLUSION


Paul challenges us to understand the importance of living for Jesus now because He will soon come again. We are to live for Him today, tomorrow, and every day. Many Christians are spiritually sleeping, unaware of the importance of how they live their lives.


Illustration: Jennifer floating down a river on an inner tube unaware of danger ahead
