SENDING A CLEAR SIGNAL
1 Corinthians 14:7-9

Dr. Glenn A. Jent, Pastor

INTRODUCTION


I once had a defective tape player that had a bad driver. The tape would sometimes play normally, sometimes slow down, other times speed up. It was painful for the ears to listen to the distorted sound that resulted from the changing speeds. The machine failed to send out the expected message because of a lack of a clear and distinct sound. I realized that it was time to get a new player. This need for a clear and certain sound has always been a primary need for proper communication of a message. It was also true in Bible times.
I.
MUSICAL INSTRUMENTS IN THE BIBLE: FLUTE AND HARP

1.
The Importance of Distinction of Sound
2.
The Importance of Knowing the Music

3.
The Importance of Timing

Musical instruments cannot convey the musical message if one of these three elements is missing. Can you imagine listening during a concert in which the instruments played the same note over and over, or failed to follow the composer’s timing? It would be a most unpleasant experience. However, when each instrument is played according to the composer’s direction, the experience can be quite enjoyable.
II.
COMMUNICATION INSTRUMENT IN THE BIBLE: TRUMPET

1.
The Importance of Distinction of Sound: A call to assemble for worship or for consultation; but also as a call to prepare for battle; a call to advance or retreat

2.
The Importance of Knowing the Different Signals

3.
The Importance of Timing

The trumpet, or ram’s horn, was used for giving military signals, as well as calling the congregation of people to assemble for worship or consultation. The sound and the number of times blown gave a clear signal to the hearers. The one who blew the horn needed to understand the sound for each signal so that the people would respond appropriately. Otherwise, the people would be confused and not know what to do.
III.
COMMUNICATION OF THE GOSPEL TODAY: WITNESSING BY SPEECH

1.
The Importance of Distinction of Sound: If no clarity of speech, how will anyone know what you are saying? You will just be speaking into the air.

2.
The Importance of Knowing the Word

3.
The Importance of Timing

Witnessing with our tongues cannot be effective if we do not speak clearly in a language that the hearer can understand. Then, too, we must understand enough of the Word of God to be able to declare God’s promises. Of course, timing is always important if communication is to be successful. God’s Holy Spirit will give us guidance in the use of the Word and in the proper timing.
CONCLUSION


Communication demands clarity, or distinction of sound. Communication fails if the one communicating is unable to reproduce the message that is intended. The sound must be clear, knowledgeable, and have proper timing. Otherwise, failure will be assured—just as my tape player stopped communicating the music properly and failed to fulfill its purpose for existence. It lost its value. Let it never be true that you and I lose our value by failing to communicate the Gospel to others.

Illustration: Itzhak Perlman and the broken violin string
