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CONCLUSION


Today, I am going to reverse my usual approach to a sermon. I will begin with the conclusion and work back to the beginning. Verses 14-15 state the conclusion very clearly about what persons can expect when they anger God: (1) They shall be as stubble for fire. (2) They shall be unable to save themselves from the flames. (3) Even those who counseled you and made money by guiding you will be unable to save you. When God becomes angry with a person, there is no one that can withstand Him. There are no courts of appeal, no constitutional courts, no nothing. God’s judgment is final! What we need to know is how we can avoid angering God. Thus, let us consider three important questions.
I.
DID GOD GIVE THE PEOPLE ANY WARNING (v. 11)?
1.
He warned that a disaster will come upon you without a way of escape if….

2.
He warned that a calamity will fall upon you with no provision for ransom if….

3.
He warned that a catastrophe you cannot see will come upon you suddenly if….

God gives this three-fold warning to help us understand the danger of angering Him. Unfortunately, it was a warning that went unheeded. The Babylonians ignored God and thought there would be no cost. Similarly, people today think they can ignore God with no cost. Beloved, we must learn from the past; for God’s warning is clear!
II.
DID GOD GIVE ANY CLUE AS TO WHAT MADE HIM ANGRY (vv. 6-10)?
1. He was angry with their attitude toward others (v. 6): unmerciful and oppressive.

2. He was angry with their attitude toward themselves (v. 8): self-seeking, self-centered, and self-sufficient.
3. He was angry with their attitude toward Him (v. 10): unseen wickedness and unrivaled power—hence, no God!

God became increasingly angry with the Babylonians as they ignored Him as if He did not exist. God allowed them to have power over His own people, the Israelites, because of their sinfulness. Yet, they did not praise God; but they boasted of their own power. Beloved, God must be worshipped and praised by His creation! If we make the same mistake the Babylonians did, what makes us think we shall escape His wrath?
III.
WHAT MADE THE PEOPLE FORGET GOD (vv. (12-13)?

1. They depended upon the magic spells cast by sorcerers.
2. They depended upon the monthly predictions of astrologers and stargazers.

3. They depended upon the counsel of man, rather than seeking and trusting God.

The Babylonians had based their lives upon such foolishness since their childhood, and the result was that they were worn out from trusting such things that did not help. They were actually worse off than doing nothing, for they allowed this false knowledge to keep them from seeking for the truth of God. Indeed, they thought they did not need God, or maybe that there was no God! There is a warning here for us: Let nothing come between God and us.
INTRODUCTION


It can be disastrous to trust in astrologers, fortune tellers, sorcerers (or shaman). It is dangerous even to go to one out of curiosity. In verse 4, we find all we need to know about the future: God is our Redeemer. He is Almighty and will reveal His will to us when He is ready. We can trust Him to care for us. We need no other guide for the future, as uncertain as it may seem. I read this past week that a significant majority of young people under 25 are regularly consulting fortune tellers. What a tragedy that many young people do not know to trust God, who truly knows the future!

Do you trust God, or do you just use Him as a crutch to get through your troubles?
