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INTRODUCTION


Paul’s letter to Titus gives directions about needed teachings for church leaders and believers. Those teachings include advice for older men, older women, younger women, younger men, and even for slaves. The purpose of the advice given is to “make the teaching about God our Savior attractive” (v. 10). We need to remember that we have been redeemed from all wickedness for the purpose of purifying us to be His people (v. 14). Once we have been redeemed, there are three lessons we should learn from the grace of God.

I.
THERE ARE SOME THINGS TO SAY “NO” TO.

1.
Say “NO!” to ungodliness.

2.
Say “NO!” to worldly passions.

We need to learn to say “NO!” There are some things we as God’s people cannot do. We must say “NO!” to temptations that would take us down those treacherous paths that lead us away from God and toward Satan and the world.

II.
THERE ARE SOME THINGS TO SAY “YES” TO.

1. Say “YES!” to living a self-controlled life.

2. Say “YES!” to living a Spirit-controlled life (upright and godly living).

We need to learn to say “YES!” to those things that will draw us away from the world and toward God. It involves saying “NO!” to the devil and “YES!” to God. We must allow the Holy Spirit to lead, to empower, and to protect us from Satan and his forces.

III.
THERE ARE SOME THINGS TO WAIT FOR.

1. Wait for “the blessed hope.”

2. Wait for “the glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ.”

We need to learn to wait patiently for the blessed hope available in Jesus Christ and especially for His Second Coming. We need to learn to live expectantly. He may come again at any time, even in 2007! Are you looking for Him? Are you waiting with anticipation in your heart and mind?
CONCLUSION


The grace of God teaches us three specific lessons in our text: to say “NO!” to some things, to say “YES!” to others, and to wait for even others. The passage concludes that God’s people should be “eager to do what is good.” Are you eager to do that which is good? Are you willing to say “NO!” to the devil and “YES!” to God?


Illustration: There were three recent deaths and funerals that occurred the same week: James Brown, Saddam Hussein, and Gerald Ford. Singer James Brown was called “the Godfather of Soul,” had some famous hit songs, and appeared in a few movies. When he died, he was celebrated for his musical accomplishments. His funeral involved loud rock music, dancing, costumes, and sensual displays of revelry fit for his worldly lifestyle, which included drugs, alcohol, and immorality. President Saddam Hussein was a brutal dictator who was guilty of murdering hundreds of thousands of innocent citizens and two of his own sons-in-law. When he was being hung, he was taunted by witnesses, who later danced when they saw him hanging dead at the end of the rope. Countless thousands of Iraqi people danced and celebrated upon learning that he was indeed dead. His body was taken secretly and silently to a grave during the night, his power and brutality gone! Then, there was Gerald Ford, former president. He did not serve long as president, but his life spent in politics was characterized by class and dignity. He was a man who knew the Almighty God and tried to serve Him the best he could. He was praised and fondly remembered because of his life and his integrity. 

Three funerals! Each one different! What kind will you have? Will you have one like James Brown because you cannot say “NO!” to worldly passions? Will it be like Saddam Hussein because you could not say “NO!” to wickedness and ungodliness? Or will it be like Gerald Ford because you said “YES!” to a self-controlled and Spirit-controlled life?
