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INTRODUCTION


We live in a time when self-identity is one of the major issues persons or institutions face. Who am I? Why am I here? What is my purpose? This is a problem that affects not only individuals but churches as well. The church was experiencing major problems with factions supporting one preacher over another. The problem comes back to the individual, for the individual Christians had lost sight of Christ and their relationship with Him. Instead of growing spiritually, they remained spoiled babies, or carnal Christians. Paul identifies the characteristics of immaturity and then spells out what a mature child of God should do.

I.
CHARACTERISTICS OF IMMATURE BELIEVERS (vv. 1-8)
1.
The immature are still not ready for meat, but only milk.

(1) Milk equals the elementary teachings of the faith, nothing too serious.

(2) Meat equals the deep things of God, things that demand our very life.

2.
The immature are still caught up in the world, jealousy and quarreling.

(1) Jealousy reveals that we value things from a worldly perspective.

(2) Quarreling about people and position is based upon human measurement.

3.
The immature are still acting like mere men, not children of God.

(1) Mere men judge Christian ministry by worldly standards.

(2) Children of God see the hand of God at work in Christian ministry.

Paul clearly tells the Corinthian believers that they are immature and need to grow up spiritually. They still think like the world, talk like the world, and act like the world. Next, Paul points out what spiritually mature believers do.
II.
CHARACTERISTICS OF MATURE BELIEVERS (v. 9)

1. The mature are workers.

(1) Workers work.

(2) Workers are too busy working to complain.

Matthew 5:16—“Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.”
2.
The mature are fellow workers.

(1) Fellow workers work together.

(2) Fellow workers have no time to judge other workers and complain about them.

Hebrews 10:24—“Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward good deeds.”

3.
The mature are God’s fellow workers.

(1) Fellow workers do not work in their own strength and wisdom, but with God.

(2) Fellow workers working together with God learn to love and trust one another.

John 15:5—“If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.”

Paul clearly tells us that the mature believers work, work together, work together with God. He wants us to understand that there is no room for being lazy and judgmental in His Kingdom. Work, Brothers! Work Sisters! Work!
CONCLUSION


God makes no allowance for laziness, for just being busy, or for retirement in His Kingdom. We are to be workers working together with other believers and alongside God who guides, organizes, and empowers for ministry. Are you working? Are you working together with other believers? Are you working together with God? If you are, you will not need to worry about who you are or why you are here (your purpose for existence). You will already know! Illustration: Buddy the Horse
