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INTRODUCTION


As we begin another year, there are some questions we need to consider before we come before the Lord. Micah asked whether we should bring burnt offerings, a few calves, thousands of rams, or ten thousand rivers of oil. Then, he adds the unthinkable that maybe we should offer our first born child, by child sacrifice. The present generation would raise questions such as whether we should offer the Lord our businesses, our homes, our children. Obviously, these things are all gifts from God. They already belong to God. Micah gives us a clear answer as to what the Lord requires of you (and me) when we come into His presence.

I.
THE LORD REQUIRES US TO ACT JUSTLY.

1.
Acting justly requires that we admit our mistakes—not blame others.
2.
Acting justly requires that we acknowledge what is right—and do it.

3
Acting justly requires that we advance those who act justly—by praising them.

Paul the Apostle once declined to take John Mark on a missionary trip because he had left on a previous trip. Paul’s decision was a rational one based on experience. However, later he admitted his mistake after Barnabas helped Mark grow to maturity. He said that Mark was beneficial to him in his ministry. Paul recognized his mistake, acknowledged what was right, and praised Mark. We also must learn to act justly!
II.
THE LORD REQUIRES US TO LOVE MERCY.

1. Loving mercy requires that we experience mercy—the mercy of God.

2. Loving mercy requires that we extend mercy—to others.

3. Loving mercy requires that we encourage mercifulness—by praising the merciful.
Before David became king, he was hunted by King Saul, who feared him and his popularity. On one occasion, Saul decided to rest in a cave. David was hiding in that cave, but he refused to harm Saul while he was sleeping. He showed mercy to one who was unmerciful. He showed mercy because he had experienced the mercy of God in his youthful years. We also must learn to be merciful to others!
III.
THE LORD REQUIRES US TO WALK HUMBLY WITH GOD.

1. Walking humbly requires that we see ourselves as God sees us—as fallen sinners.

2. Walking humbly requires that we stay humble before others—as forgiven sinners.
3. Walking humbly requires that we sustain humility—by praising the humble.
Jesus is the supreme example of humility. As Son of God, God in the flesh, He had the right to demand our reverence. Yet, He sought to earn our reverence by being faithful to His purpose for coming to earth. He always submitted Himself to the Heavenly Father. Then, He taught us the parable of the Pharisee and the tax-collector, in which He showed us true humility. We also must learn to be humble at all times!
CONCLUSION


Micah reveals that the Lord has clearly declared what He requires of you and me. Perhaps reflecting on this great truth, Paul boldly writes, “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God—this is your spiritual act of worship” (Romans 12:1). In His loving mercy, the Lord gave His life for us. Now, let us give our life for Him. In doing so, we shall please Him! In 2 Corinthians 5:9, Paul says we should make it our goal to please Him (the Lord). Please Him! Give your life to Him by acting justly, loving mercy, and walking humbly with Him.
