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INTRODUCTION


Tennessee Ernie Ford, a famous singer and TV talent of years ago, sang a song entitled “Sixteen Tons” with this phrase in it: “another year older and deeper in debt.” That phrase pretty much summarizes the passing of another year for many folk. People lose a year of life but gain nothing but more debt. Life can be difficult in the modern world. However, that situation is nothing new. Every generation has struggled with how to get ahead in life. Unfortunately, we are more concerned about our business and economical life than we are about our life in general. Paul has two important things to say in our Bible text today.

I.
WE MUST OWE NO ONE ANYTHING!
1.
Being responsible Christians means paying our debts.
(1) Christians cannot casually ignore paying their debts.

(2) Christians must pay their debts on time or make other arrangements.

(3) Christians cannot casually file for bankruptcy as a means of escaping debts.

2.
Being responsible Christians means we must not be consumed with indebtedness.

(1) Christians must not buy more than they can afford to pay for.

(2) Christians must not buy just because we want something but because we need it for our life situation or for our ministry in God’s Kingdom.

(3) Christians must endeavor to pay off all debts to the world—to owe no one!
Christians must strive to be the best business people, the most honest and dependable business people, the most other-oriented business people. Remember, in God’s Kingdom, we are to be faithful—to God, to self, and to others. It is dreadfully disappointing and a shame when Christian business people are untrustworthy and have a reputation of being liars and cheats. It is even more discouraging when we deal with unbelievers who are more honest and dependable than our Christian brothers and sisters. Therefore, let us commit ourselves this new year to be an excellent example of a Child of God in our professional and personal lives.

II.
WE MUST ACKNOWLEDGE ONE DEBT: TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER!
1. “To love one another” is a debt that must be paid.
(1) Loving others is a reminder from Paul to all Christians.
(2) Loving others is a command from our Lord Jesus Christ.

(3) Loving others demands focus and energy every day and in every circumstance.

2.
“To love one another” is a “continuing debt.”

(1) Loving others is a debt—one that must be paid every day.

(2) Loving others is a continuing debt—one that can never be fully repaid.

(3) Loving others is a necessary debt—the repayment of which demonstrates that we are Christians (see John 13:34-35).

If we love another person, we would never want to owe that person any debt—money, property, promise or commitment, etc. Our only debt must be to love one another, a debt that we owe every day and can never fully repay. There is NO exception in this debt that is owed—i.e., no person to whom we do not owe love. Therefore, let us commit ourselves in this new year to love one another, to practice loving others in our relationships, in our business lives, in our chance meetings, in our hectic lives.
CONCLUSION


We as God’s people must strive to be debt-free so that we can focus on living the Christian life. However, we have one debt that we can never repay—the debt of loving one another. God wants us to demonstrate that we are His people by our love for one another. Let us commit ourselves to do exactly that in this new year. Illustration: Liz and her brother
