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INTRODUCTION


When a baby is born, people often ask, “What’s the baby‘s name?” The second question often is, “Did you name the baby after the father or mother’s side of the family?” In looking at Joseph’s (Matt 1) and Mary’s lineage (Luke 3), apparently, the baby was named after neither. Let us examine how they arrived at the baby’s name and what the name means.

I.
THE BABY’S NAME IS A DIVINE NAME (GIVEN BY GOD).

1.
His name is “Jesus,” which means “deliverer or savior” (v. 21).

(1) His name describes His mission, which is to “save his people from their sins.” (Cf. Acts 4:12—“There is no other name under heaven given to men whereby we must be saved.”)
(2) His name is the highest name possible: Phil 2:9—“God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above every name.”
2.
His name is “Immanuel,” which means “God with us” (v. 23).

(1) It is a prophetic name: Isaiah 7:14—“The Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin . . . will give birth to a son, and will call him Immanuel.”
(2) He is God in the flesh: John 1:14—“The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.” 
(Cf. Phil 2:6-7—“[Jesus Christ], being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness.”)
II.
THE BABY’S NAME IS A ROYAL NAME.

1. The baby is born King of the Jews.

(1) Wise men came looking for Him: Luke 22—“Magi from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, ‘Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?”

(2) This same baby will die on a cross 33 years later with a sign above His head saying, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews” (Matt 27:37).
2.
The baby is in reality the King of Kings.
(1) He will be acknowledged as King of Kings: Rev 19:16—“On his robe and on his thigh he has this name written: King of Kings and Lord of Lords.”

(2) Every person shall bow before Him: Phil 2:10-11—“At the name of Jesus every knee shall bow, in heaven and on earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

III.

THE BABY’S NAME IS A MIGHTY NAME.
1. There is salvation in His name.

(1) His name has power to save: Luke 24:47—“Repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.”
(2) His name has power to save completely: Hebrews 7:25—“He is able to save completely those who come to God through him.”
2. There is answer to prayer in His name.

(1) Jesus wants us to ask in His name: John 14:13—“I will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the Father.”

(2) God the Father wants us to ask in Jesus’ name: John 15:16—“Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name.”

CONCLUSION


The baby’s name is divine, royal, and mighty. It is a name given by God through the angels. The very name is precious! Do you love and revere His name? Do you take the name of Jesus with you wherever you go? Do you live in the power of His name? Is He Lord of all?
