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INTRODUCTION


What is pilgrimage? A pilgrimage is a journey that begins with a goal, one that is spiritual, and ends only when the goal is reached. For the child of God, a pilgrimage is a journey with a goal of reaching Heaven. Only when the pilgrim, the child of God, reaches Heaven will he or she be happy or stop being on pilgrimage. Psalm 84 reveals several characteristics of a pilgrim on pilgrimage. Let us examine them.

I.
THEY PREFER GOD’S HOUSE TO EVERYTHING ELSE.

1.
They see God’s dwelling place as lovely—both church and Heaven (v. 1).

(1) Even the sparrows find a home there (v. 3).

(2) Even the swallow finds a place there to raise her young (v. 3).

2.
They would rather be a lowly servant, a doorkeeper with no privilege of entering, in God’s house than a welcome participant in the tents of the wicked (v. 10b).
II.
THEY PREFER GOD’S PRESENCE TO EVERYTHING ELSE.

1. They yearn for God’s presence in their soul, heart, and flesh (v. 2).
2. They prefer one day with God more than 1000 with someone else (v. 10a).

III.
THEY PREFER GOD’S STRENGTH TO EVERYTHING ELSE.
1. They find their strength in God, who sets their hearts on pilgrimage (v. 5).

2. They receive strength for every effort until they reach Heaven (v. 7).

IV.
THEY PREFER GOD’S BLESSINGS TO EVERYTHING ELSE.

1. They receive blessings because they make desolate places fruitful (v. 6).

(The Valley of Baca means a Valley of Tears, a barren place where the pilgrim faces all kinds of despair, troubles, and agony but turns them into a fruitful place with a spring of living water.)

2. They receive blessings because they live a blameless life (vv. 11-12).

(These blessings include favor and honor, with no good thing withheld from us.)

CONCLUSION


Is your heart set on pilgrimage? Are you a pilgrim? Do you have the characteristics of a pilgrim as explained here in Psalm 84? Do you really prefer God’s House, God’s presence, God’s strength, and God’s blessings to everything else? If you do, I know that you are truly a blessed person! If not, God wants to set your heart on pilgrimage today. Will you begin this pilgrim journey? If you do, you can expect the blessings of God in your life.

Illustration: The Empty Chair (The man that did not know how to pray) 
