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INTRODUCTION


In the movie, Dave, a man named Dave looks like the president and takes the president’s place after he has a stroke. On one of his presidential trips, Dave enjoys working a robot in a plant and stretches out the robot’s arms and says he caught a fish “this big.” All fishermen love to tell fish stories. The Bible writers are no exception, as they also tell fish stories. Let us look at several examples in the Bible and a few even in the ministry of Jesus.

I.
SOME FISH STORIES IN THE BIBLE

1.
The Great Fish and Jonah (Book of Jonah)

(1) Instead of being eaten by the preacher, the fish ate the preacher.


(2) Fried fish tastes great; sushied preacher causes indigestion.


Fish have their plan in the mind of God. He creates fish for specific purposes. This fish was created by God to preserve one rebellious preacher.
2.
Two Small Fish and Jesus (John 6:5-13)

(1) A young boy has 5 loaves and 2 small fish; he willingly gives them to Jesus.

(2) The boy has food for a small family; Jesus makes it food for 5000 families.

These two little fish were created by God for the purpose of feeding God’s highest creation: mankind. God can bless and use fish to feed a few or a multitude.
3.
To Fish or Not to Fish (John 21:6ff)

(1) The disciples fished all night; they caught nothing.


(2) Jesus fished for one moment; they caught 153 fish.


God created fish for man, but man does not have full dominion over the fish of the sea. Yet, God intends for fish to meet the needs of mankind. When man is obedient to God’s command, he can accomplish the unexpected.

II.
THE FISH STORY IN OUR TEXT

1. The Background of the Fish Story: Paying Taxes
(1) Should a person pay taxes to support a corrupt church (or government)?

(2) He tells Peter that we should pay taxes to avoid offending others.

Paying taxes has always been unpopular, but necessary. Jesus teaches that God’s people should pay taxes. We are indebted to our country for our rights and privileges and safety. We show proper respect by paying taxes as others do.

2. The Means of His Paying Taxes: A Fish

(1) Jesus sends Peter to the sea to catch a fish.
(2) Peter finds a coin in the fish’s mouth and uses it to pay the temple tax.

We are to support the work of the church and the work of our government. God insures the continued existence of both institutions. He expects His children to be model citizens!
3. The Meaning of the Fish Story: Application

(1) Fish recognize their role in life and are obedient to the Creator. Are we?

(2) Fish produce joy for others by giving their lives for Jesus. Do we?

The fish of the sea were created by God for our benefit. They continue to fulfill God’s creative plan. We were created by God for His benefit. Do we continue to fulfill God’s creative plan in our lives?

CONCLUSION

Is it possible that a simple fish might be a better servant of God than we are? Could it be that a fish, which has a tiny brain, might be smarter than we are? Let it never be true! 
Illustration: Jim McClain and the 5-kilo large-mouth bass (Importance of wisdom in interaction with the world)
