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INTRODUCTION


Are you growing spiritually? As a child of God, what should you be doing? More basic than that, are you a child of God? Today, I want to point out some truths that will help you evaluate yourself. First, you can only grow spiritually once you have received Jesus Christ. Apart from Him, there is no life and no spirituality? Hence, progress is impossible until you have first received Christ as Savior. Paul gives us five phrases that are simple truths related to the Christian life. Measure yourself by these truths.
I.
HAVING RECEIVED CHRIST, WE KNOW THREE THINGS ARE TRUE. 

1. 
We are rooted in Him.
(1) Being rooted in Christ means we receive nourishment from Him, just as trees do from roots.

(2) Being rooted in Christ means we receive stability from Him, just as trees do from roots.

Just as the roots are critical to the survival of the tree, even so Jesus Christ is crucial to the life of the believer. Without Him, we have nothing. We are nothing.
2.
We are built up in Him.
(1) Being built up in Christ means we are made according to His design.
(2) Being built up in Christ means we are a part of something bigger than ourselves—i.e., a part of the “building not made with hands” (the Church).
Why are we Christians not perfect? Why do we have doubts and fears now that we are Christians? It is a result of the fact that we are living in the “not yet”—not yet complete, not yet perfect, not yet arrived! We are a work IN PROGRESS! Yet, we are being built up according to His blueprint for His Church!
3.
We are strengthened in the faith as we were taught.
(1) All that we are we owe to the efforts of others who taught and trained us.
(2) All that we are is dependent upon our relationship with Jesus Christ.

That which we received from others first led us to saving faith in Jesus Christ and then gave us a stable faith upon which to build our lives. Our spiritual strength depends upon what we believe about the faith.

II.
HAVING RECEIVED CHRIST, WE MUST DO TWO THINGS.
1.   Let us continue to live in Him.
(1) Receiving Christ gave us life.

(2) Having received Christ, we must continue to live in Him.

Continuing to live in Christ enables us to continue on the pilgrimage begun when we accepted Him as our personal Savior. This phrase carries with it the idea of daily progress in the way we conduct our everyday activities.

2. Let us continue to be overflowing with thankfulness.

(1) We received; we did not earn!
(2) Therefore, we must overflow with gratitude every day!

God has given us something we cold never earn or deserve. We can only be thankful for His tender mercies. We must show our gratitude by living for Him.

CONCLUSION


We need to take Paul’s words seriously. He has shown us why we are to be grateful: We are rooted, built up, and strengthened all because we are in Him! Because of all that He has done for us, we need to show our gratitude by living for Him and in Him. Our gratitude should continue to overflow out of our hearts—through our lives and from our lips!
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