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INTRODUCTION


One of the keys to understanding the Apostle Paul can be found in our text. He indicates that he was not ashamed of the Gospel. Others may be afraid to speak about it because they are uncertain about its content, because they are uncertain about its claims, because they are uncertain about its defense. Not Paul! He understood the Gospel and accepted its content, its claims, and its defense without hesitation. How about you? How about me? Can we claim the same in our post-modern world and its rejection of absolutes? Let us consider what the Gospel is, what it claims to do, and what it cannot do.

I.
WHAT THE GOSPEL IS

1.   It is the message of Jesus Christ: His birth, death, and resurrection.

(1) This message is true; there is no mixture of error.

(2) This message is sure; many witnesses attest to its truthfulness.
(3) This message is clear; even a child can understand it and love Jesus Christ.

2.   It is the power of God: to accomplish all that God intends.

(1) Because the message is from God, it carries the authority of God. 

(2) Because this message is from God, it is empowered by God.

(3) Because this message is from God, it cannot be refuted by man.

II.
WHAT THE GOSPEL DOES

1. It brings hope of salvation in Jesus Christ.

(1) Although you may work to earn salvation, you have no sure hope of salvation.

(2) Although you may give everything to God, you have no sure hope of salvation.

(3) Although you may follow many religious paths, there is no sure hope of salvation in their creeds and guidelines; there is hope ONLY IN JESUS!

2. It brings salvation to everyone who believes. 
(1) Although you are unworthy, you may have sure hope through repentance of sin and faith in Jesus Christ.
(2) Although you are unworthy, you may come to Jesus Christ.

(3) Although you are unworthy, God invites you to come and believe and receive.

III.
WHAT THE GOSPEL CANNOT DO

1. If you reject or ignore Jesus Christ, the Gospel cannot save you.

(1) Although Jesus Christ has power to save, if you reject Him, you have no hope.

(2) Although Jesus Christ has power to save, if you ignore Him, you have no hope.

(3) Although Jesus Christ has power to save, He will not force Himself on you.

2. If you refuse to believe in Jesus Christ, the Gospel cannot save you.

(1) Although Jesus Christ has power to save, if you refuse to believe in His death-burial-resurrection as being for your sins, you have no hope.

(2) Although Jesus Christ has power to save, if you choose to try some other way to enter Heaven, you have no hope (see John 10:1-10).

(3) Although Jesus Christ has power to save, if you refuse to believe in Him for any reason, you have no hope.

CONCLUSION


Now, you can understand why Paul was not ashamed of the Gospel. He was not ashamed of the Gospel because it was about Jesus Christ. He was not ashamed of Jesus Christ. He might be ashamed of himself, of Peter, of other disciples, of preachers today, of elders and deacons, of you and me; but He was never ashamed of Jesus Christ. He was not ashamed to preach the Gospel—the whole Gospel—and to defend it, because it was the very power of God to save us from our sins. Are you ashamed of the Gospel? Are you sharing the Gospel?
